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NaVy Day: Meaning, History, and Why It Is Celebrated

Navy Day is observed in India every year on 4 December to honour the Indian Navy’s role in
protecting the nation’s maritime interests and to commemorate one of its most decisive military
victories — Operation Trident during the 1971 Indo-Pak War.

Operation Trident (1971)

e It was a surprise missile attack launched by the Indian Navy’s Western Fleet on the
Karachi harbour, Pakistan’s most critical naval base.

e The operation involved Osa-class missile boats, supported by naval frigates and a tanker.

e India used anti-ship missiles for the first time in the region, catching Pakistan completely
off guard.

e The Indian Navy destroyed multiple Pakistani vessels, including PNS Khyber and PNS
Muhafiz, and set Karachi’s oil tanks on fire.

e Zero Indian casualties were reported.

o The attack crippled Pakistan’s naval operations and shifted the momentum of the war.

Because the attack took place on the night of 4 December, this date was officially chosen to
celebrate Navy Day and honour the bravery, planning, and professionalism displayed during the
operation.

Importance of the Indian Navy
India is a major maritime nation with:

e A 7,500-km coastline

e 1,200+ islands

e Key sea lanes of communication in the Indian Ocean

e Over 90% of India’s trade by volume moving by sea

The Indian Navy safeguards these interests through:

e Maritime security and deterrence

e Surveillance of the Indian Ocean Region

e Anti-piracy and anti-smuggling operations

o Humanitarian assistance (HADR) during disasters like tsunamis and cyclones

o Joint exercises (MALABAR, VARUNA, MILAN) to strengthen diplomacy

o Strategic missions, including carrier operations, submarine patrols, and indigenisation
programmes like INS Vikrant.



India—Russia Relations

The India—Russia relationship remains one of India’s most durable strategic partnerships, rooted
in Cold War-era trust and continuously adapted to new geopolitical realities. Russian President
Vladimir Putin’s state visit to India on 4-5 December 2025, coinciding with the 23rd India—
Russia Annual Summit, marks an important moment in this evolving relationship, especially
amid sanctions on Russia, global energy volatility, and U.S. tariff pressure on India.

Evolution of India—Russia Relations

1. Early Years (1947-1955)

The Soviet Union became an early supporter of India’s post-independence industrialisation
through landmark projects such as the Bhilai and Bokaro Steel Plants, heavy machinery
complexes, and public-sector R&D institutions.

2. Cold War Era (1955-1991)
This period laid the foundations of strategic trust:

e USSR used its UNSC veto multiple times in India’s favour on Kashmir (1957, 1962)
and Goa (1961).

e 1971 Treaty of Peace, Friendship and Cooperation guaranteed Soviet political and
military backing during the Bangladesh Liberation War.

o Defence cooperation deepened, with the USSR emerging as India’s principal military
supplier.

3. Post-Soviet Transition (1991-2000)

Following USSR’s collapse, India and Russia signed the 1993 Treaty of Friendship, reviving
political confidence and reinstituting defence ties despite Russia’s internal instability.

4. Strategic Partnership Era (2000—present)
e 2000: “Strategic Partnership” established annual summits and institutional dialogue.
e 2010: Upgraded to “Special and Privileged Strategic Partnership”, expanding
cooperation across nuclear, energy, defence, counter-terrorism, and space.

o Post-2022: Western sanctions reshaped relations—Russia pivoted to Asia, and India
emerged as its largest oil buyer, fundamentally altering the trade structure.

Why Russia Matters to India

1. Defence and Security

Russia remains central to India’s strategic capabilities despite diversification:



o Russian systems constitute ~60% of India’s existing military inventory.

e In 2010-14, Russia’s share of Indian defence imports was 72%; in 202024 it fell to
36%, yet Russia remains the single largest supplier.
Key platforms include Su-30 MKI, MiG-29K, S-400 systems, T-90 tanks, INS
Vikramaditya, and nuclear submarine leasing.
Joint production: BrahMos, AK-203, licensed production of Su-30 MKI and T-90s.

2. Energy Security
e Russia is India’s largest crude oil supplier, supplying 35-38% of total imports.
e Discounted crude saved India an estimated $7-10 billion in 2024.
e Indian firms (ONGC-V, BPCL) have invested $16+ billion in Russian projects like
Sakhalin-1.

e Nuclear cooperation centres on Kudankulam, with 2 units running and 4 more under
construction.

3. Geopolitical Balancing
Russia supports India’s stance on:
o Strategic autonomy
e Reformed multilateralism

e India’s candidacy for a UNSC permanent seat

A stable partnership with Moscow prevents Russia’s overwhelming dependence on China—vital
for India’s continental security.

Key Areas of Cooperation
Defence & Military-Technical
Guided by the 2021-2031 cooperation programme:
e Joint R&D on missiles, platforms, and UAVs.
e Agreements on spare-part manufacturing in India to reduce dependence.

e INDRA and Avia-Indra exercises (though disrupted post-Ukraine war).

Energy & Nuclear

e Oil, LNG, coal, Arctic projects, and critical minerals.
¢ Small Modular Reactors under discussion.

Trade, Connectivity & Economy

e Trade in FY 2024-25 touched $68.7 billion, skewed by oil imports.
o Connectivity thrust:



o INSTC
o Chennai—Vladivostok Maritime Corridor

o Northern Sea Route access
Target: $100 billion trade by 2030.

Science, Space & Technology

Cooperation in Gaganyaan, GLONASS—NavIC interface, quantum tech, and rare earth
processing.

Challenges in the Relationship

Growing Russia—China strategic axis, incl. military cooperation.

Sanctions-induced payment hurdles and rupee surplus in Russian banks.

Severe trade imbalance: India’s 2023-24 imports from Russia were $61.4 bn, exports
only $4.2 bn.

Defence delivery delays due to the Ukraine war.

US tariff and CAATSA pressures complicating arms and energy ties.

Divergent views on Indo-Pacific, Quad, and regional conflicts (Ukraine, Middle East).
Russia’s growing engagement with Pakistan, incl. discounted oil.

Expected Outcomes of Putin’s 2025 Visit

1.

Stabilising Energy Ties
o Long-term oil and LNG supply contracts
o Investment in refineries and petrochemicals
o Arctic LNG participation
Strengthened Defence Industrial Cooperation
o Joint development of next-gen BrahMos, UAVs, MRO hubs
o Local spare-part manufacturing
o Delivery timelines for pending S-400 batches
Trade Settlement & Rupee Challenge Solutions
o A new payment mechanism (possibly a digital rupee—digital ruble pilot)
o Export promotion frameworks for pharma, IT, and agriculture
Connectivity Push
o INSTC operationalisation benchmarks
o Timeline for Chennai—Vladivostok corridor
o Indian presence in Russia’s Far East
Nuclear and Space Expansion
o Kudankulam additional units
o Cooperation in Small Modular Reactors
o Gaganyaan backup support



AT 3: HEd, Siae R 38 R AT ST €
o WA H UAE T9 4 TEERR Bl A4l S HARIT SATAT &, dTioh WRATT AT bl 3 YHbT &1 GFH
ToRIT T T7h 11 T2 <90 3 T fedl T eqT | FTdT €1 718 137 1971 % WRA-UTh & b SR
BT TS AT Bl FHUTTIS BRATS TR L8 BI WA H AT AT €
TG grgse (1971)
o T MRAN AT & I FlE G-I B! de0Te W fhar 77 ud Aefered fAaea

SHAT T, ST UTiREAT BT Ged Hecaqul F1afe 377 7|
o BT WA H MET-A07 BT foqrse AieRi &1 3w fear mam, 5= e 3tk Bt &1

AT gTed ol

o MRA A &7 H ygd! gREE-org fHargat &1 ua foun, g urfeed™ it ate 9fed ®
AT

o MRARI ATEAT A F2 UTfREa™T Jgural o 7 T, iS5 PNS WeR 3R PNS HeTfthe oM
g, 3R T & o Bl § 37T @ 2|

o U EAc H WRA B BIs SHEM Tel gsl
o T BNIATS A UTBEIH Bl S eTHdrstl &l g axE AR X T 3R J& BT & IRd
I AR ATE T
F1{ch Ig BHAT 4 T BT T BT g3AT T, ST 34 Tfel Pl 7l S % B9 § A BT Uiy foa
TR, ATfes FIGAT 6 AT, TISTAT 31 U9 &TqdT B T a1 51 96|
HRA T ATGAT BT HEd
YR U Hecaqot qgl TE €, o ura—
o 7,500 TpHY oot qax@ET
o 1,200 9 31fg® €9
o T2 HerTR ® Ae@qut gugt geR Al
o MRd 5 90% Y e ATIR BT 9 A1 & H1
VAT 18T 7 feedl bl 181 et 28—
o TST GRETT SR UTEd ST UG B
. T WeETR &7 # AR Wb
o TG Shell 3R FEBU-IET AT &
o GATHY, TehaTd IATFS P IR AT FERIAT (HADR) <o
o SAWER nATET (MALABAR, VARUNA, MILAN) © eH1Td HSTed R
o WHIfde fHeHl, formHaTesd Uid Heler, TAgesl Ted 3R TeeihiuT BrRisHT (S INS
forepia) & ATEM @
MRA-&9 &g
o YRA-BT G YR B Ted R 3R WIGHE WHITdS ATeieial § 9 U6 &1 I 9oy I0d
& BIeT H g TE I8 W IATHTRA € 3R Ieaid ! doTBa aRferfadl & qrer @ &l erad
® 2




o THIUTY SATieH R gfe &1 4-5 TREMR 2025 BT W AT el 236 A58 aiNe Sraw
S, HIS[eT dFF URGeT (Wfde, el Gabe, STHRBT & I[edh ga1d) & S Tdd Heayo!
2l
RA-&9 Geul &1 fasrg
1. U T (1947-1955)
Giferrd €5 7 WA & S YR & ST TRor § T i fHrs—
o THETE IR TR ©id wie
o VT HOAET ufEerTe
2. 91 g BT (1955-1991)
H BTl H UMb WRIET ASTed g3ll—
o TIfTTd T 4 HIHR (1957, 1962) 3R AT (1961) & H&I W TRA & Y& § Hg IR UNSC
e T
o 1971 BT ITITA, THEAT SR & LN A TS & F SRM HRA Bl Ao ITdd JR T TR
EARIECARAL
o 38T TR TR gAT 3R B MR BT VW SRR Ay fiedt ol
3. Gifaaa faeeT & 91 (1991-2000)
USSR 2 o &1 1993 <! Tarar |fer 3 T 291t & Tstifdes 37X 1er Gt ol gstifad fosar|
4., THITdS GTSIERT T (2000-dHT)
e 2000: “THIAE AL BT EAT—aTNe PIEt do% 36 g2l
o 2070: 3T “fI9Iy 3R fORISTE®R UTed IHITdE QTSR | 3T9¥E fhar mam|
o 2022 % T UIHHT UTdeH b BROT BE T TR R & TG 3R WRA IHEHT 98 F81 e
TR &9 74T
MRA & T BH &1 98
1. T&TT T Jra&T
VRA Bl &= erarsil &1 et fEe 0 & 981 8—
o T 60% BT YT GH HeT & 2 |
e 2010-14 § TH BT BERGRT 72% off; 2020-24 H I 36% B & NS ©F G F&T
ATy feiepdt 2|
e BTN WTHM: Su-30 MKI, MiG-29K, $-400, T-90 <&, INS fashHTiC, TRHT0] urgesi]
SuEul
G IATE:
o TEH
e AK-203
e Su-30 MKI 3R T-90 T WTSHET IS
2. STl e
o T YR FT GG 997 F=T ad AYfedpdi & (35-38%)
o 2024 % T B At SMYFA & HRA B 7-10 RS STeR Bl 1 g2 |




TRATT ST BT BT B IRIASTTRT (S8 g@Tfeq-1) ¥ $16 3T § 1fed a9

QHTO] HeA T T—peApaTd | 2 e Hetferd, 4 FHATOmE)

3, YU Tdep Het
T RA T T BT 2—

UL IEERSIR G

o GUTd JgUerdrs

UNSC ® =7} Jeeqdr

T & I R FATEE R B Bl AT IRA & Rd A €
TSI F TE &

&

2021-2031 BHA & ded Ggad R&D

TR UTH &1 9Rd | fHAfor

INDRA 31T (JebT g, b S1S d118d)

11 g AT

A, LNG, BIIAT, b1 TRIISHTE

B2 HiggeR R (SMR) W ==

2024-25 H AR $68.7 3T

HYeb AT
o INSTC
o I AS-TATICATE TP GHEI TR
o A B

TeF: 2030 d% $100 3T ATIR

Tasm, siafier oo deite

T
GLONASS-NavIC &
T ddbTh

W e wrafET

e BT I AT

HH-IT BT Tell WHIfdS qreigrl

gfaaret % BROT YT THETY 3R Tl dobl § STHT 393

YR TG (3T $61.4 bn, AT $4.2 bn)
3&TT ey & 8

3ATRT &7 <91 (2R, CAATSA)

ZSI-UTG T 3R TS W HdWS

UTfopEd T & |1 B Bl FedT ool HITIERT




Yfd WY 2025 IEM § GHTid TRy
1. STl HTHASRY AT BT
o SHHBIfTE dT-LNG e
o TR T UbHdhd a9
o 3ThfeH LNG H G
2. 38T &N H G4
o 37Tl UTET bl STEld, UAVs, MRO &9
o TR UTEH BT RIHIY IS
o S-400 T gHgEF YT
3, YR YA FHTEE
o T YTAH VoTei—avad: fefoea suar-fefea saa uraee
o VRAR fafd (BT, 1T, BiW) Bl e
4. b GREHTE
e INSTC T Gl
o IS-CATICAIEAIR TR Bl FHI-GHT
o BH & BR S H YRA Iuferfd
5. URHTY] < SATReT TegqT
o PESAPH bl AfaRer e
o B HISR Rua
o TTAAM Bq dh3TY gHAT




