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India-New Zealand Free Trade Agreement (FTA

e The agreement is particularly significant as it was announced on December 22, 2025, following fast-tracked
negotiations of only nine months.

1. Key Pillars of the India-New Zealand FTA

e The FTA is built on the principle of "Complementarity without Compromise,"” focusing on
areas where both nations have mutual interests without hurting sensitive domestic sectors.
A. Trade in Goods & Market Access
e New Zealand’s Commitment: It will eliminate duties on 100% of its tariff lines, providing
duty-free access to all Indian exports.
e India’s Commitment: India has offered market access on 70% of its tariff lines.
e Beneficiary Sectors (India): Textiles, apparel, leather, engineering goods, pharmaceuticals,
and farm products.
e Input Costs: Duty-free imports of wooden logs, coking coal, and metal scrap from NZ will
lower manufacturing costs for India’s steel and construction sectors.
B. Services and Labour Mobility
This is a "first" for India in many ways. New Zealand has offered India its widest service access yet:
e Sectors covered: IT, education, fintech, telecom, tourism, and construction.
e Skill Mobility: Provisions for high-skilled professionals (engineers, healthcare workers) and
post-study work opportunities for Indian students.
e Investment: A commitment by New Zealand to invest $20 billion in India over the next 15
years.
C. The "Sensitive" Sector: Agriculture
Historically, agriculture (specifically dairy) has been the deal-breaker between these two nations.
e Balanced Approach: India extended concessions on apples, while New Zealand will
collaborate on agri-technology (kiwifruit, honey).
e Protection of Farmers: To protect Indian rural livelihoods, no duty concessions were made
in sensitive areas: dairy, sugar, spices, and edible oils.
2. Strategic Significance for India
¢ Geopolitical Signal: India has now concluded trade pacts with all RCEP members except China, signaling its
ability to engage with developed economies on its own terms.
¢ Global Health Role: The inclusion of an annex on Traditional Medicine gives India an edge over competitors
like China in the global wellness market.
¢ Economic Goals: The trade is projected to double from $2.4 billion (2024-25) by 2030, contributing to India’s
goal of a $7 trillion economy.
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¢ Diversification: Coming after FTAs with the UK and Oman, this reduces India’s dependence on specific trade

blocs and reinforces its image as a "resilient and reliable partner."
e Challenges and The Way Forward
e The author highlights a persistent issue in Indian trade policy: Underutilisation of FT As.

Feature Current Status/Challenge Proposed Solution in FTA
Utilisation India’s rate is ~25% (vs. 70-80% inf|Capacity building by business
Rate developed nations). associations (CII) and policymakers.
Non-Tariff Technical barriers often hinder market||Streamlined customs, transparency,
Barriers access even if duties are zero. and regulatory cooperation.
Awareness Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs)|[Expanding services trade and
Gap often don't know how to use FT As. leveraging the Indian diaspora.

Sabarimala Temple Opens for Makaravilakku Festival

Context

e The Sabarimala Ayyappa temple will reopen on 30 December for the Makaravilakku festival,

marking the second phase of the annual pilgrimage season.
About Makaravilakku Festival

e Makara Vilakku is one ofKerala’s most sacred festivals, celebrated annually at
the Sabarimala Ayyappa Temple.
o It is observed on the first day ofMakara Masam in the Malayalam
calendar, coinciding with Makara Sankranti.
e On this divine day, devotees gather to witness two powerful events:
o Makara Jyoti: The bright celestial star (Sirius) appearing in the eastern sky.
o Makara Vilakku: The sacred light that appears thrice from the forests of
Ponnambalamedu.
e These two sightings are considered spiritually transformative, symbolizing the presence,
blessings, and grace of Lord Ayyappa.
e The key rituals during the Makaravilakku festival include Kalamezhuthu Pattu, Nayattu

Vili, and Guruthi, performed before the closing of the shrine doors.

INSV Kaundinya

Context

e Indian Naval Sailing Vessel Kaundinya, sailed on her maiden overseas voyage from Gujarat
to Oman.

About

e INSV Kaundinya is a stitched sail ship, based on a 5th century CE ship depicted in the
paintings of Ajanta Caves.
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o Itis named after Kaundinya, the Indian mariner who sailed across the Indian Ocean

to Southeast Asia.
o It has been constructed using traditional stitched shipbuilding
techniques, employing natural materials and methods that date back centuries.

e The project was undertaken through a tripartite agreement between the Ministry of Culture,
the Indian Navy and Hodi Innovations as part of India’s efforts to rediscover and revive
indigenous knowledge systems.

e The voyage retraces ancient maritime routes that once connected the western coast of India
with Oman.

e Significance: The expedition is expected to significantly enhance bilateral relations between
India and Oman by reinforcing shared maritime heritage and strengthening cultural and

people-to-people ties.
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Lambda-Cold Dark Matter (LCDM)

Syllabus: GS3/Space
Context
e A new study from Yonsei University (South Korea) suggests that the expansion of the
universe may be slowing down, challenging the standard ACDM (Lambda-Cold Dark
Matter) model which predicts acceleration.
o The researchers suggest that dark energy may actually be weakening, putting the
brakes on the universe’s acceleration.
Expansion Theory
e The universe was explosively born in a ‘Big Bang’ in the void some 13.8 billion years ago, it
expanded, engendering galaxies, star clusters, solar systems, and planets.
e Edwin Hubble in the 1920s established that the universe is expanding.
o This acceleration is attributed to dark energy, which makes roughly up to 68% of the

universe, often modeled as Einstein’s cosmological constant (A).
The Lambda Cold Dark Matter (ACDM) Model

e Over the years, cosmologists have tried to map the overall spread of matter through the

early universe.
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e In the standard cosmological model, ACDM model, dark matter and dark energy — the

mysterious force that drives the expansion of the universe — comprise about 95% of the
universe.

e Theinterplay between these components influences how the primordial fluctuations evolved
into the large-scale structures that we observe today.

Countries Raise Concern About ‘Fake Rabies Vaccine’ in India
Syllabus: GS2/Issues Related Health; GS4/Ethics

Context

e Recently countries like the UK, US, and Australia have issued an advisory about the
counterfeit batch of Abhayrab, a rabies vaccine manufactured by government-owned Indian

Immunologicals Limited (IIL).

About Abhayrab Counterfeit Controversy

e Abhayrab is a cell-culture rabies vaccine manufactured by Indian Immunologicals Limited
(IIL), in use since 2000 in India and over 40 countries.

e It reportedly holds around 40% of India’s human rabies vaccine market and is widely used
in government programmes, private hospitals, and for travellers.

e Indian Immunologicals Limited (IIL) stated that in January 2025, it detected one counterfeit
batch with altered packaging.

e Later, the company stated that the batch was identified internally, following which
regulatory and enforcement agencies were informed, and that the product was no longer
available for sale.

Understanding Rabies and Its Risks

e Rabies is a viral infection transmitted through the saliva of infected animals such as dogs,
cats, bats, and monkeys.

e It typically spreads through bites, scratches, or saliva entering open wounds.

e Symptoms may include Fever, headache, and nausea; hallucinations and fear of water
(hydrophobia);

e Post-exposure vaccination, given promptly after a potential exposure, is the most reliable
way to prevent infection.

e According to India’s National Rabies Control Program, 6,644 suspected human rabies cases
and deaths were reported between 2012 and 2022.

o However, the WHO estimates a far higher toll, at around 18,000-20,000 deaths
annually, with up to two-thirds of victims under age 15.
= India alone accounts for 36% of global rabies deaths.

e The issue of rabies is particularly serious because it is almost 100% fatal once symptoms

appear.

Ethical Perspectives of Abhayrab Controversy

e Public Health Ethics: The fake vaccine is a violation of the principle of non-maleficence(‘do
no harm’) from a public health standpoint.
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o Public health systems have an ethical duty to ensure the safety, efficacy, and

authenticity of all vaccines.
o Distributing fake vaccines breaches public trust and undermines future vaccination
drives.

e Professional Ethics in Medicine: Medical professionals who administered vaccines without
verifying authenticity acted under compromised ethical conditions.

o However, many doctors werevictims themselves, relying on state-supplied
vaccines, a failure of institutional ethics, not individual negligence.

e Corporate and Manufacturing Ethics: Pharmaceutical suppliers and
intermediaries falsified batch numbers and expiry dates, violating business ethics and legal
obligations under the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940.

o Ethically, it is an act of deliberate deception risking lives for profit.

e Regulatory Ethics: The Central Drugs Standard Control Organization (CDSCO) and state
drug regulators failed to exercise due diligence.

o It exposes amoral lapse in oversight, echoing ethical negligence in governance,

comparable to the Ranbaxy data falsification case (2013).

e Trust Erosion: Communities may resist future vaccination campaigns (e.g., rabies, polio,
COVID-19 boosters).

e Systemic Reform Need: Experts from AIIMS and ICMR have called for blockchain-based
traceability and third-party audits for all vaccine batches.

e Moral Responsibility: Ethical accountability must extend beyond punishment

to institutional reform and restoration of public trust.

aiTed-wilets 9w UIE HaTsiid (FTA)
o 3T THEAA i =IO 22 faFeR, 2025 &I &I T o, St Faet A 7R H @Ra arat & a1g g ga T |
1. WRA-goitde FTA & T WY
o Jg g "foeT GHEia & Wadar" (Complementarity without Compromise) & fagia oz snemfid g1
%. I ATIR SR TSR Tgd
o Siets Y ufdagan: 98 U 100% SR AT W Yo THG B, g weft el et o geeh e uga et |
o WRA % URIEGAT: TR A 31Ut 70% R ATEHI IR SIS g ol URehr <t 2 |
o T & (WRA): Fuel (Textiles), TR, THe, SSHfrafT GMHH, EHECH TR HY IdTg |
o AT H FHY: ARSI & G, ifebtT ebier SR U FEX b Yook Harel S W WA o et 3R FART0T &t ot e o gt |
@. a1 3R 9@ nfa<ierar (Labour Mobility)
o &a: IS, g, fFee, i, Tded ok famfor |
o Five TiARITAT: SoNfAaRt 3R e URekt & foiy faRy wraw sk YRl o6t & oy IgTE & a1g &/ & & e/@aR (Post-
study work opportunities) |
o oA =ySiicie 3 et 15 anf & wRa & $20 faferm Aaw #=a it ufdagar s g1
1. Hi &gd: T Ggfera efvanior
o Y (AR 98) ghw § U YagrRiiel 7 el € |
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o GagTRNeraT i GEA: YR R 3 fRdt &t 2an & forg T, <R, mere ofk @y Al A i Yook Ragd @ G R |
o HEINT: YIRA 7 ¥ W o amd &t €, Safes =siicie Fy-minfidt (e, weg) & geanm wam|
R4 & fag orHifas agsa
e RCEP @e¥: 94 &l Siga, Yka 7 319 @3t RCEP ag&f & 91Y AR g9 & fell € | a8 SR bl T0rifieh Sraia & gt
2l
o affye @ ffe: uruRies Rifden (Traditional Medicine) W Ue ST RMMHe deel & STRA 1 Af e HeT0T IR H i
31X AT ¥ W Fed et |
o 3nfe wiea: fguefia AR 2024-25 % $2.4 fafe@a @ 2030 T ST &1 BT ST &, S 9RA & $7 fefaam srdogawn & deg
o ggrae gnT |

e Hisrer feafa/ g FTA # veaifaa garar=
SUANT T RS &l gT ~25% & (fFenfaa =1 & 70-80% &t gat-1|[feste waifaem= (CII) 7R difeddt s+,
) | arell GIRT & fHAfoT |
TR-2R% Aeh-ileh! STUTY 3TRIR Hiche Taid H Tehlae Sleldl €, 9ol|[goaflid  eed, dRgRiar iR fHames
ST eSS SR e | qednT |
SINTEhdl  l|[S1e 3R TaH 3TAT (SMEs) &l 3168R UdT el aial [|[@arsll & =auR &l AR iR R
3terR FTA &1 S&H1e 8 & | T 71 1T SSTT |

HTed & "oihedt odlsT daeiler” &t eide faar

o T T H f52A, smfRem ok ifefaa S8 IR 7wl @i el $fead s=Aecees faffes
(ergemEua) g fAfAd YEisT el 3797aXe & Aohdil 99 & 91X H Teh Yeargsid ST 6l g |

o IR Teh Ael-shoaR &St dadii= ¢ fSrmen fAAtor sfeaa srgAaiGiemen faffee (engangud) g foman
ST 2 37X I8 9Rd 31 40 & 319 3= & 2000 A ITANTH 2 |

e Wl % HAE® , YRA F AT IS A TR A TH! REGRY T 40% & 3R UH 96 €9 &
IR sk, fAsht erearet 3fik anfedt & forg SuaT fehar Sirar € |

o 3feTA SHANAINITY faffice (eMEaNEud) A JarT fos SHadt 2025 H, sg= GsfonT & agaE & 919 daha
IIG! & Teh S Jepel |

o dIg H, Shu-l 7 I fo 3T a9 I g A 9 & & ol T2 oAt , Sge a1 e ofk yada weifaar
=l gfad fomar T2 o1, 3Tk 9g IdTg o1 fasht & fog Suersr i 2 |

o EIST U ATARE ehHT g ST WehfAd SITeR] S &, faeell, Twemgs iR e &l aik & ATy @ Sheran & |

o IUE IR U A, WA T AT AR & G °1al H WA e & FaAar € |

o IUF wEON H gER, fOXgg 37k Fach e & Tehd & AfAwH o7k Uil ol =X (ersgrhifean) oft & gedT 2 |

o YHHAU & HIfAA WeR & qia a1 fEam ST arett Uik -UaaisiY SaTahion , YehHUT &l Adh &1 aad faygaa
a2 |
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o VR % WA &S G0 HEHA & 3FER, 2012 37 2022 F = WIS & 6,644 Giers 7a 75 3R

A gt T |
o g, SITTIN T STH 6 el 31f¥eh g, AfTay a1 18,000-20,000 Hi gieit & , S @
AT g-RgE dRtT 15 e T FA AT FH A E |
S T G IS @ 9 arell Jidl § @ 36% Hid 3Tehel WRa H gt € |

o ST o el Ry ¥ § 719 § Rl T aR aigor fg@me 33 uR I8 e 19nT 100% 9T g g |

IWIS faarg & Afdes afiveg

o GrESIe @A Afdwar: Qrasi<e @red & ef¥FI 4, T Siwl 'FHarT 7 ugar’ & g w1 Seera
21
o TESIHE @re vonfadt @1 ag Afde wdea 8 o 3 gft St it greqr, gwraxiterar iR wrATforgar
gafaa =2 |
o el SXehl i faawor STaT & YT &1 oot HaT g 31 Wias & Seranor SfSamEr & HHsiK
FATR |
o fAfercar & =mEERe Afdewar: umforear &t gfy frg fomr &% o are Rifser IRt 3 3fdes sv @
TS fong 7Q great & e o |
o gIeifeh, TeT gRT MY fohu 71T Stenl ur fA9fR T aral &2 Siaer @d oft Wifea ¥, g qemTa Afderar
&t fardrerar ot , 7 fos safaaea aruaret |
o wURe ofix fAfATor Afderar: gar emuftewatel ofiv Al F 89 =x ofik aify fafedt & %A 6,
fSred saraenfe Afdwar ok oftufS v digd uary= if9fa g, 1940 & ded ot Sl wl Seera= ga
|
o Afde =8 T, g TaE o TaT 9T g fSiaH oy & forg ot &bt S Siifad & srell st 2 |
o fAame Afdeman FhgNiufe AFe FEeor Tea  (@Eigadis) eikasa vy fAames e
rEaYgrt a3+ # fawa @ |
o Jg R # Af9E 9% &I SOR wXar @, ST wEd | Jfde argeargt &g g , fSaedt et
TSt e Stradrsit JH (2013) & &6l ST gehal © |

Afdes e Tehell S ATHA | STag e A fawear
SuERTEr 29 g At G (Fg, ifaym) fadt off enfides ey @ @wfess wedmor @
Fel e 2 | IeEraT |

FHAHILTAT iRt o1 ag Sde o i 3 urforsar gRAfEa o ®raR | Afde sded o Seerdd |
Afdamar e T fatherdr e - 3YTRa Afdendr &1 Seera= ¢ |
agur Afdemar aMYfderdian/fAamen! & Sta SAMGR iR STarege o 1 9 || Afde alka & st |
= @ fagia  grior TE O STHH S ST fAsuerdar e Seerd @ | faaeoTTeEs o1 |
(fe|)

=9 fafeare

o Ay =1 &on: g™ Wfdw A Ieg S ard Eiereneor fHamE! (S, WS, difadl, ifds-19 J&e) &l

AR e g 2 |

o TUIRINTA GUR HI SATaRIHAT: T 3R TSHITHNR & faRiwsit 3 goff Joxlie o=t & o sarama=-smemiRea
Sufaferdt ik gerr-ger sfee H AT A E |

o Afow IREIRE: AfAE STaE #f 42 T TR RN GUR 7R grasti—e fFye &Y agreit aw fawafa g
=1feq |
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HdeldATAl difqe Ahefdcay deleid & fAv ege

UTGTERH: HET 1/ TR
=<t A
o TIIHTE TN WG AF(Ierg So0d & fag 30 Ggax ol fhe @ e, St arfies dreiarer & gEy 9vor &l
udih 2 |
Hafaeig Aeldd & IR A
o T fAcTg YA & UEE Ufad el # & U@ 8, ST & |Iel GadaTer S/t Ay & 71 Siram € |
o UE AAATAH USIIT &% HeR HIH & Uadl (G Bl SIal & , ST Heh Yehitd o 919 Hel @iar g |
e =T UEGE fGA WR, ot gt IfeRiermelt gearet & arell - & fag uenfaa 2 8-
o T SHIfd: gat TR H fg@rs A arar xS e arT (TRaw) |
o A g J€ e THIRT S TAHEdrig & SHTe! § <9 aR Uehe g ¢ |
e I Gl I Wl SneATAS € § URadeRR | AT ST &, S W ET 1AW &l 3ufedfd, erwitalg o7k gur &
Tchtes € |
o T Ideig 39T & SN Waﬂmﬁﬁmgq@,wﬁ?ﬁaﬁtwm%,sﬁﬁﬁg%m@féﬁéﬁ
q gga fpg Sra € 1

INSV aife=r

o=t |
o R G T ARl HIfST TSRIT A SAT & ferg 9= Tgelt THE! araT 9= &1 g2l |
FIRHA
oINSV =ife=ar e el g1l UTel arell Sterst &, Sit SToTdT whreil & el 7 Ao 54 warss) Seit & ua sers
R R 2 |
o TUHI AT TS & AT U T@T AT R , St Ueh WRATT ATaes & fSrara g HeeR i IR &< aiaorgd
TiRAT a9k ht ATt ht ot |
o T AT yRaRke faars arelt srerer fAaAtor ae-iel @1 SUanT wees feear = g, Srad ursfae
AT iR afgat g fafet = wm feman g |
o Tg URANSTT Y&Hic HelTerd, TR AT 27 2t 1% & §i U faveila gwsia & areas @ gE &l s
off, STt TR g1 TSRt 1 wonferal ot R & WieT 3R gasiifa s o uaral ol U feear 1
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o IE ITAT I T THE! AV T STTALOT el & ST H3i 9RA & IFHH de & 3 9 Sied 91
o HEE: U A T Tr=n Tg forad ol gee o TR Uitpiide auT STH-Si- Sel ol Hetad o R 31K
3T & e feuefta geet & Agayo gfg 8x 6 seiig g |

oi19s1-0ics 1 diee (vereiisivan)

uTeIeRA: GS3/E09
Tt #
o Efgur FIfRar & AaE fAryfE=ed & Ue A4 1saa @ udl Iadn ¢ & gl &1 faar e @1 @r 8, St @or
Fl 9fgsraToft e ara A ACDM (Fel-whies e #el) Ated &l gl 3ar g |
o NYhdT o gTa € o ek TST aread H SR &1 Wl ¢ , [Srad sglie & @R R e e @ ¢ |
faear fagia
e TETW 13.8 3RT UTA Ugd I A U fduhles a1 97 & @1y siglie &1 S g3n , g e, Sad
STEHRENTIS, IRT GHE!, T Fea 37k Tel ol fAAtor g |
e 1920 % g A Usfa= gaar 7 ag Tifud o & sie o AR S wr 8|
o U U1 Sl AT STeh TS hl F&aT ST 8, Sl STglie ol T 68% e st 8, S a1awk S
& sRle @i (A) & €9 # Aied fear siar e |
AT Shies S Aet (ACDM) #isa

o fUa =2 aul @, serisfasr urfves sgis # g & THU Hera &1 Aol & & Tad F I8 ¢ |

e HMF® Sl Atsd, ACDM Ated |, S Ae 371 ST TAsil - ag @&Hd Wiad Sl siglie & &R o) darfad
FA © - TARITS T T 95% feea st 2 |

o I USH & ST ht WX a1 29 91 ol UHIfad ial ¢ b Ui Sar-ger fog yeR fawfad gt 89
faTTer Geamett & uRafdd gu o ev e @ € 1
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