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Chaudhary Charan Singh

Context

e PM Modi paid tributes to former Prime Minister and Bharat Ratna Chaudhary Charan Singh

on his birth anniversary.

About

e Early life: Charan Singh was born on 23 December 1902 at Noorpur in Meerut district of
Uttar Pradesh in a peasant family.
e Graduation: He graduated in science in 1923, and did his post-graduation from Agra
University in 1925. Also trained in law, he set up practice at Ghaziabad.
o He shifted to Meerut in 1929 and later joined the Congress.
e Political Career: He was first elected to the U.P. Legislative Assembly in
1937 from Chhaprauli, and represented the constituency in 1946, 1952, 1962 and 1967.
o Known for his integrity, discipline, and pragmatism, he was the architect of major
land reforms, including the Debt Redemption Bill (1939) and the Land Holding Act
(1960).
o Heserved as India’s fifth Prime Minister from 1979 to 1980 and was a strong advocate
for farmers’ rights.
o He served as the fifth Prime Minister of India from July 1979 to January 1980.
e Legacy: A champion of farmers and social justice, he authored influential works on agrarian
reforms, leaving a lasting legacy in rural India.
o His birth anniversary has been celebrated as Kisan Diwas since 2001 in his honor.
e Literary Contribution: Authored influential works on agrarian and rural reforms, including;

Abolition of Zamindari

o Co-operative Farming X-rayed
o India’s Poverty and Its Solution
o Peasant Proprietorship or Land to the Workers



IAS-PCS

Indian Navy Receives ‘Anjadip’

In news

e The Indian Navy received Anjadip, the third of eight Anti-Submarine Warfare Shallow
Water Crafts (ASW SWCQC).

Indian Navy Gets New ASW Craft ‘Anjadip’
Big Boost to Coas I Security
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About

e The ship is named after Anjadip Island, located off the coast of Karwar in Karnataka, and
carries forward thelegacy of the erstwhile INS Anjadip,a Petya-class corvette that
was decommissioned in 2003.

e Itisindigenously designed and built by Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers (GRSE),
Kolkata.

o The project has been executed under a public-private partnership.

e The ASW SWC is the largest Indian naval warship to be propelled by waterjets.

o The craft is equipped with advanced lightweight torpedoes, indigenously developed
anti-submarine rockets and shallow water sonar systems, enabling effective detection
and engagement of underwater threats.

e The platform is expected to significantly enhance the Navy’s anti-submarine warfare,

coastal surveillance and mine-laying capabilities.

Southern Ocean
Syllabus: GS1/Geography; GS3/Environment
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Context

e Study highlighted that the Southern Ocean is absorbing more carbon dioxide than climate
models had predicted.

About Southern Ocean

e The Southern Ocean is one of the five major ocean basins of the Earth. It surrounds the

continent of Antarctica.
o Itlies between 60° South latitude and the coast of Antarctica.

e Itwasformedaround 34 million years ago when Antarctica and South America drifted apart,
creating the Drake Passage.

e Recognised formally as a distinct ocean by the International Hydrographic Organization
(IHO).

e Itis central to international scientific research under the Antarctic Treaty System.

Internationalisation of Higher Education in India: NITI Aayog

Syllabus: GS2/Education

In News

e NITI Aayog released a policy report laying out a long-term roadmap to internationalise
India’s higher education system, with the stated goal of turning the country into a global
hub for education and research by 2047.
About

e Internationalization refers to the systematic integration ofglobal and intercultural
dimensions into higher education through:

Cross-border student and faculty mobility

International collaborations in teaching and research

Establishment of foreign university campuses
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Global recognition of degrees, credits, and qualifications

e For Example: IIT Madras is in Zanzibar, IIT Delhi in Abu Dhabi, IIM Ahmedabad in Dubai
— and even the University of Southampton in Gurugram.

e NEP 2020 emphasizes not only cross-border movement but also improving quality for the
97% of Indian students who study within India, ensuring they receive globally relevant
education.

Why India Needs Internationalization of Higher Education?

e Imbalancein Student Mobility: Over 13 lakh Indian students studied abroad in 2024, mainly
in Canada, USA, UK, and Australia.
o In contrast, India hosted only ~50,000 foreign students (2021-22), nearly 30% from
Nepal.
e Talent Retention and Workforce Quality: While 3% of Indian students go abroad, 97%
study in Indian HEIs and will form India’s future workforce.
o Internationalisation improves the quality of teaching, curriculum, and exposure for

this large domestic base.
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Global Competitiveness in Research: International collaborations enhance research impact,
citations, and innovation.
o India’s ambition to become a knowledge economy requires deeper global research
partnerships, joint PhDs, and shared labs.
Economic and Soft Power Gains: Education is a major export sector for countries like the
US, UK, and Australia.
o Becoming an education hub enhances India’s soft power, cultural influence, and
diplomatic engagement, especially with the Global South.
Demographic Advantage: India’s young population can meet global skill shortages in areas
like AI, climate science, healthcare, and frontier technologies if trained to global standards.

Challenges of Internationalization of Higher Education

Imbalance in Student Mobility: For every one international student coming to India, 28
Indian students go abroad for higher education.
As of 2022, India hosted 47,000 international students, whereas projections suggest that
with strategic reforms, the number could reach 7.89 lakh to 11 lakh by 2047.
High Education Expenses:Indian students’ overseas education expenses are projected to
hit 6.2 lakh crore by 2025, roughly 2% of India’s GDP.
o These outward remittances have increased by 2,000% over the past decade,
representing a massive capital and talent outflow.
Risk of Inequality: Excessive focus on foreign collaborations may widen inequalities
between elite and rural universities, diverting resources from local institutions.
Brain Drain: It can lead to skilled graduates emigrating permanently, a challenge highlighted
by NITI Aayog policy briefs.
o The current 1:28 inbound-to-outbound ratio reflects a severe brain drain.
Cultural Homogenization: Adoption of Western models can erode India’s educational
identity and indigenous knowledge systems.
o The NEP 2020 urges institutions to ‘Indianize’ curricula even while
internationalizing.
Regulatory Complexities: Multiple agencies like UGC, AICTE, and NAAC complicate
international tie-ups due to overlapping jurisdiction and compliance burdens.

NITI Aayog’s Key Policy Recommendations

National Strategy for Internationalisation: Create an inter-ministerial task force led by the
Ministry of Education.

o Develop dashboards to track mobility, collaborations, and global engagement.
Global Higher Education Hubs: Develop regional education and research hubs (similar to
GIFT City model).

o Align hubs with national missions like Digital India, Startup India, Make in India.
Ease of Regulation and Mobility: Simplify visa, FRRO, and documentation processes.

o Create a National Foreign Degree Equivalence Portal.

Foreign University Campuses in India: Allow onshore campuses with single-window

clearances.
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o Introduce “Campus within a Campus” model with a 10-year sunset clause.
Financing and Research Push: Establish Bharat Vidya Kosh, a USD 10 billion research
impact fund, co-funded by diaspora and government.

o Promote joint research chairs, fellowships, and visiting professorships.

Scholarships and Talent Attraction: Introduce Vishwa Bandhu Fellowship to attract world-
class faculty and researchers.
Branding and Outreach: Revamp Study in India as a one-stop global platform.

o Create Alumni Ambassador Network (Bharat ki AAN) to leverage Indian diaspora.
Curriculum and Cultural Integration: Promote interdisciplinary, globally benchmarked
curricula.

o Integrate Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) with global teaching and research

practices.
Infrastructure Gaps: Many Indian institutions lack the facilities, faculty-student ratios, and

support systems needed to host international students effectively.
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