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GI-Tagged Indi Lime from Karnataka Enters Oman Market

In News

e India’sagricultural exports received a boost with the export of 3 metric tonnes of GI-tagged Indi Lime from
Vijayapura, Karnataka, to Oman.

Maiden Export of GI-Tagged Indi Lime From
Karnataka to Sultanate of Oman.

‘Indi Lime Makes Waves: From Soil of Vijayapura to
Shelves of Oman’
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Indi Lime

e Indi Lime is known for its distinctive aroma, high juice content and longer shelf life.

e Itrepresents the agricultural heritage of northern Karnataka.

e The GI status of Indi Lime has played a crucial role in positioning the fruit competitively in global markets.

® The export of GI-tagged Indi Lime to Oman gains significance under the India-Oman Comprehensive
Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) / Free Trade Agreement (FTA), which aims to strengthen
economic ties and expand market access for Indian products.

Do you Know ?

e The Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority (APEDA) has been actively
supporting the promotion, branding and export of GI-tagged agricultural products, recognizing the
importance of promoting region-specific produce in international markets while ensuring compliance with
global quality and phytosanitary standards.

The Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority (APEDA)

e The Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority (APEDA) is a statutory
body established by the Government of India under the Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export
Development Authority Act passed by the Parliament in December, 1985.

e The Act (2 of 1986) came into effect from 13th February, 1986 by a notification issued in the Gazette of
India: Extraordinary: Part-II [Sec. 3(ii): 13.2.1986).

e The Authority replaced the Processed Food Export Promotion Council (PFEPC).
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ISRO’s mobile broadband satellite launch

e ISRO (Indian Space Research Organization) is scheduled to launch a next-generation mobile broadband
satellite — BlueBird Block-2 — on 24 December 2025 at 08:54 AM IST from the Satish Dhawan Space
Centre, Sriharikota.

e The mission is designated LVM3-M6, using ISRO’s powerful heavy-lift LVM3 launch vehicle.
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About the Satellite
e BlueBird Block-2 isa commercial communication satellite developed by US-based AST SpaceMobile under

a contract with NewSpace India Ltd. (ISRO’s commercial arm).

e It’s part of a space-based cellular broadband network meant to connect standard smartphones directly to

satellite signals, including 4G and 5G services, without the need for special ground antennas.

e The satellite will significantly boost global direct-to-device broadband coverage, especially in remote and

underserved areas where traditional cellular networks don’t reach.
Significance

e Thislaunch marksa major step in global satellite internet connectivity, as space-based broadband can reach

places lacking terrestrial infrastructure.

e [t also highlights India’s growing role in international commercial space ventures and strengthens
collaboration between India and the United States in space technology.

Bureau of Port Security (BoPS)

In News
e The Union Home Minister convened a high-level meeting to initiate the constitution of a dedicated Bureau
of Port Security (BoPS) to enhance the security of vessels and port facilities across the country.

e Under the revamped security framework, the Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) has been designated
as a Recognised Security Organisation for ports.
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Bureau of Port Security (BoPS)

It will be established as a statutory body under Section 13 of the newly promulgated Merchant Shipping
Act, 2025.

It will function under the aegis of the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways

It will be headed by a Director General of the rank of an IPS officer at Pay Level-15 and will be modelled
on the lines of the Bureau of Civil Aviation Security (BCAS).

During the initial transition period of one year, the Director General of Shipping will function as the
Director General of the Bureau of Port Security.

It will be responsible for regulatory oversight and coordination related to the security of ships and port

infrastructure.
e It will focus on timely collection, analysis, and exchange of security-related information, with a special
emphasis on cybersecurity.
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