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STORY BEHIND JIM CORBETT NATIONAL PARK
Jim Corbett National Park, located in Uttarakhand, India, holds a significant place in 
India's conservation history as the country's first national park. It was established in 
1936 as Hailey National Park and later renamed in honor of Jim Corbett, a renowned 
hunter-turned-conservationist. The park is known for its scenic beauty, diverse 
wildlife, and pioneering efforts in wildlife preservation.

Key Historical Highlights

1. Origins as Hailey National Park (1936):

l The park was established during the British colonial period and named after Sir 
Malcolm Hailey, the then Governor of the United Provinces.

l It was set up under the Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act of 1935 to protect the 
diminishing population of Bengal tigers and other wildlife.

2. Renamed as Ramganga National Park (1952):

l After India gained independence, the park was renamed after the Ramganga 
River, which flows through it.

3. Renaming to Jim Corbett National Park (1957):

l To honor Jim Corbett, the park was renamed. Corbett was a legendary hunter 
who later became a conservationist and played a pivotal role in protecting 
wildlife in the region.

About Jim Corbett

1. Life and Work:

l Born in 1875 in Nainital, Jim Corbett grew up exploring the dense forests of the 
Kumaon region.

l Initially a hunter, he gained fame for killing man-eating tigers and leopards that 
terrorized local villages.

2. Shift to Conservation:

l Over time, Corbett realized the importance of preserving wildlife and forests.

l He authored several books, such as Man-Eaters of Kumaon and The Jungle 
Lore, which highlighted his adventures and the need for conservation.

3. Advocacy for Wildlife:

l Corbett advocated for establishing protected areas to safeguard endangered 
species like the Bengal tiger, a vision realized through the creation of this 
national park.

Geography and Features of the Park

1. Location :

l Situated in the foothills of the Himalayas in Nainital district, Uttarakhand.

2. Landscape:

l Encompasses grasslands, riverine belts, marshes, and dense Sal forests.

l Dominated by the Ramganga River and its tributaries.

3. Flora and Fauna:

l Fauna : Known for Bengal tigers, elephants, leopards, crocodiles, otters, and 
over 600 species of birds.

l Flora : Rich in vegetation, including Sal, Khair, and grasslands that support the 
wildlife.

Significance of the Park

1. Tiger Conservation :

l In 1973, Jim Corbett National Park became the launch site for Project Tiger, 
India's flagship tiger conservation program.

2. Ecological Importance:

l Acts as a critical biodiversity hotspot, protecting species in the Himalayan 
foothills.

l Plays a role in maintaining the ecological balance of the region.

3. Tourism and Awareness:

l A major wildlife tourism destination, it promotes eco-tourism and awareness 
about the importance of conservation.

Modern-Day Challenges

1. Human-Wildlife Conflict:

l Proximity to human settlements leads to occasional conflict between animals 
and humans.

2. Poaching and Deforestation:

l Illegal activities and habitat degradation threaten the park's biodiversity.

3. Climate Change:

l Altered weather patterns affect the park's flora and fauna.

Legacy of Jim Corbett and the Park

Jim Corbett National Park is not just a testament to India's rich biodiversity but also a 
tribute to the legacy of a man who transformed from a hunter into a protector of 
nature. It remains a symbol of India's commitment to wildlife conservation, inspiring 
similar efforts across the country and the world.
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