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UN (The United Nations)

In September 2025, the United Nations
Witnessed Significant Geopolitical divisions.

o The United States exercised its veto power in the UN Security Council (UNSC) to block a resolution
demanding an immediate and permanent ceasefire in Gaza, despite support from 14 other member states.

o Concurrently, the General Assembly (UNGA) permitted Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas to
address the upcoming annual gathering via video link after the U.S. denied him a visa.

These events underscore the complexities of UN decision-making and the influence of
major powers on international diplomacy.
1. General Assembly (UNGA)

e Membership: All 193 member states have one vote each.

e Decision-Making:

o Important matters (peace and security, admission of new members, budgetary issues) require a
two-thirds majority.

o  Other matters (procedural issues, routine questions) are decided by a simple majority.
e Voting Methods: Show of hands, roll-call, electronic, and secret ballot
2. Security Council (UNSCO)
e Membership: 15 members
o 5 permanent members (P5): USA, UK, France, Russia, China
o 10 non-permanent members: Elected for 2-year terms by the General Assembly
Classification of Matters

e Substantive Matters: Affect legal rights or obligations of member states (e.g., sanctions, peacekeeping,
admission of new members).

e  Procedural Matters: Concern Council operations (e.g., agenda setting, inviting observers).
Voting Rules

e Substantive matters: Require 9 out of 15 votes including the concurring votes of all PS members
(veto power).
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e Procedural matters: Require 9 affirmative votes; veto does not apply.
The Double Veto

e Refers to the ability of a PS member to cast a veto on the preliminary question of whether an issue is
procedural or substantive, and then a second veto on the substance of the matter itself.

Implications and Challenges of UNSC Voting System

1. Concentration of Power: Gives disproportionate influence to P5 members over substantive decisions,
leading to perceived inequity in decision-making.

2. Stalemate in Crises: P5 disagreements often result in deadlock, preventing timely action.

o Example: Repeated vetoes on Middle East resolutions have delayed humanitarian responses and
ceasefire agreements.

3. Politicization of Substantive Decisions: Resolutions can become tools of geopolitical competition
rather than purely instruments of peace and security.

4. Challenges for Global Cooperation: Countries outside the P5 feel underrepresented, reducing trust in
the UN system.

o Important global issues (terrorism, climate security, humanitarian crises) may not get swift, binding
action.

5. Obsolescence in Modern Context: The voting system reflects post-World War II power structure, not
current geopolitical realities.

o Emerging powers and regional blocs (e.g., India, Brazil, Africa) seek reforms for more equitable
representation.

UN Security Council and Counter-Terrorism

The UNSC plays a crucial role in maintaining international peace and security, including combating
terrorism.

1. Legal Basis

e UN Charter Chapter VII empowers the UNSC to take action against threats to peace, including
terrorism.

e Resolution 1373 (2001): Passed after 9/11 attacks.

o  Obliged all states to criminalize terrorism financing, deny safe haven to terrorists, and enhance
international cooperation.

o Established the Counter-Terrorism Committee (CTC) to monitor compliance.
2. Counter-Terrorism Sanctions
e UNSC uses sanctions to pressure individuals, groups, or states linked to terrorism:
o UN Sanctions Committees: Maintain lists of designated terrorists.
= 1267/1989/2253 Committee: Primarily Al-Qaeda and Taliban sanctions
= 1988 Committee: Related to ISIL/Daesh
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o Sanctions Include: Asset freezes, travel bans, arms embargoes

3. UNSC’s Global Influence

e Resolutions are binding on member states, giving legal teeth to counter-terrorism measures.

o Facilitates international cooperation through intelligence sharing, legal assistance, and capacity
building.

Challenges in UNSC Counter-Terrorism Efforts

1.

Veto Power and Geopolitical Interest: Geopolitical rivalries (e.g., U.S., Russia, China, and Middle
Eastern countries) often influence counter-terrorism decisions, reducing the Council’s effectiveness.

Lack of Universal Consensus: Terrorist designations and sanctions require agreement among all
members, but countries often have differing definitions of terrorism.

Limited Enforcement Mechanisms: UNSC relies on member states to implement sanctions; non-
compliance or weak enforcement undermines effectiveness.

Rapidly Evolving Threats: Terrorist networks have become transnational, decentralized, and
technologically sophisticated. The UNSC’s resolution-based approach is often slow and reactive.

Perception of Bias: Sanctions lists and counter-terrorism measures are sometimes perceived as biased
toward certain regions or groups, reducing legitimacy and global cooperation.

Despite these challenges, the UNSC remains the central multilateral platform for global counter-
terrorism. Through binding resolutions, sanctions, monitoring committees, and capacity-building
initiatives, it has created a coordinated international framework that enhances cooperation among
states.

While reforms are needed to adapt to modern threats and ensure equitable representation, the UNSC
continues to play a critical role in maintaining international peace, security, and a rules-based
global order.

Swasth Nari Sashakt Parivar Abhiyan

UPSC: GS2/Health

Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the Swasth Nari, Sashakt Parivar Abhiyaan and the 8th Rashtriya
Poshan Maah Campaign in Madhya Pradesh.

About

It marks the largest ever health outreach for women and children in India.

Led By: Jointly by the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare (MoHFW) and the Ministry of Women &
Child Development (MoWCD).

Aim: To provide women-centric preventive, promotive, and curative health services at the community
level.

Implementation: It will involve organising more than 10 lakh health camps at Ayushman Arogya
Mandirs, Community Health Centres (CHCs), District Hospitals and other government health facilities
across the country.
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o Significance: It will strengthen screening, early detection, and treatment linkages for non-

communicable diseases, anaemia, tuberculosis, and sickle cell disease, while also promoting maternal,
child, and adolescent health.

India-AlI Impact Summit 2026

UPSC: GS3/S&T

The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) officially unveiled the logo and key
initiatives for the India-Al Impact Summit 2026.

About

e It is a global platform bringing together policymakers, innovators, researchers, and industry leaders to
demonstrate Al’s transformative potential for humanity and the planet.

e The first summit of its kind hosted by a Global South nation, positioning India as a thought leader in
responsible and equitable Al adoption.

e It will democratize access to Al resources like data, compute, and models—fostering safe, trusted
ecosystems.

Guiding Principles (Three Sutras)

o People: AI for human dignity, cultural inclusion, and equitable opportunities.

e Planet: Resource-efficient AI supporting sustainability and climate action.

e Progress: Democratizing Al resources and distributing benefits equitably.

Flagship Initiatives

e UDAAN Global AI Pitch Fest: Showcase of startups from India & abroad.

e YuvaAl Innovation Challenge & AI by HER: Fostering youth- and women-led innovation.

¢ Global Innovation Challenge for All: Crowd-sourced Al solutions for public-interest problems.

e Research Symposium: Collaborations on cutting-edge Al research.
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UPSC : GS2 /1y
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UPSC : GS3/ S&T
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