
 

 
UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific 

and Cultural Organization) 
 The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) is a specialized 

agency of the United Nations, established in 1945 and headquartered in Paris, France. UNESCO works to 
promote peace, security, and sustainable development by fostering cooperation in education, science, 
culture, communication, and information. Its guiding motto : “Building peace in the minds of men and 
women.” 

Objectives 
 Promote international peace and security through education, science, culture, and communication. 

 Foster dialogue among civilizations, cultures, and peoples. 
 Protect and preserve heritage (tangible & intangible). 

 Encourage freedom of expression and information. 
 Promote sustainable development through knowledge sharing. 

Major UNESCO Projects / Flagship Initiatives And Status of INDIA 
1. Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) 

 A global initiative to integrate sustainability principles (climate change, biodiversity, social equity) 
into education systems. 

 Encourages environmental awareness, green skills, and global citizenship education. 
 ESD in India: 

 UNESCO New Delhi Office coordinates many ESD-related activities in South Asia, including 
India; Integrated into National Education Policy (NEP 2020) and Samgra shiksha abhiyan 

 UNESCO Mahatma Gandhi Institute of Education for Peace and Sustainable Development 
(MGIEP), New Delhi → focuses on peace education, digital learning, and sustainable 
development. 

 Collaboration with schools under UNESCO Associated Schools Project Network (ASPNet) 
→ promotes peace and sustainability themes 
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2. World Heritage Sites (WHS)  

 Established under the 1972 UNESCO World Heritage Convention.Its Aim is to preserve & protect 
heritage for humanity. 

 Recognizes sites of “outstanding universal value” in culture, nature, or both. 

a) Cultural Heritage Sites – Monuments or sites with historical, artistic, or cultural significance. 

 India has 44 cultural WHS eg.  Taj Mahal (U.P.), Jaipur City (Rajasthan), Hampi 
(Karnataka), Sun Temple, Konark (Odisha). Maratha military landscapes are the latest 
addition to the list 

b) Natural Heritage Sites – Areas with exceptional natural beauty, ecosystems, biodiversity, or 
geological importance. 

 India has 7 natural WHS including Kaziranga National Park (Assam), Sundarbans (West 
Bengal), Nanda Devi & Valley of Flowers (Uttarakhand), Great Himalayan National Park 
(Himachal Pradesh). 

c) Mixed Heritage Sites – Sites with both cultural and natural significance. 

 India has just 1 mixed WHS Khangchendzonga National Park (Sikkim). 

3. UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) & India 

 Established under the 2003 UNESCO Convention for Safeguarding Intangible Cultural Heritage. 
Its Aim is to preserve, promote, and pass on intangible cultural practices to future generations 

 Covers living traditions, oral expressions, performing arts, rituals, festivals, craftsmanship, and 
social practices. 

 Categories of ICH; 

1. Oral Traditions & Expressions – folk tales, storytelling, epics. 

2. Performing Arts – music, dance, theater. 

3. Social Practices, Rituals & Festive Events – community rituals, ceremonies, festivals. 

4. Knowledge & Practices Concerning Nature & Universe – indigenous knowledge, traditional 
medicine. 

5. Traditional Craftsmanship – handlooms, pottery, weaving, arts. 

India’s ICH Entries (Examples) 

 Performing Arts: Kutiyattam (2008); Chhau Dance (2010); Kalbelia Folk Songs and Dances (2010); 
Mudiyettu (2010); Sankirtana  and Dancing of Manipur (2013); Garba of Gujarat (2023) 

 Festivals and Rituals: Ramlila (2008); Ramman (2009); Kumbh Mela (2017); Durga Puja in Kolkata 
(2021) 

 Oral Traditions: Tradition of Vedic Chanting (2008); Buddhist Chanting of Ladakh (2012)   

 Craftsmanship: Traditional Brass and Copper Craft of Utensil Making among the Thatheras of 
Jandiala Guru (2014) 
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 Other: Yoga (2016); Nowruz (2016) 

(As of 2025, India has 15 elements inscribed on UNESCO ICH list with the latest addition being 
Garba added in 2023) 

4. Man and the Biosphere (MAB) Programme 

 Launched in 1971 to conserve ecosystems and biodiversity. Aims to promote sustainable 
development through the conservation of biodiversity. 

 Focuses on harmonizing human activity with nature, combining research, education, and 
management. 

  Biosphere Reserves – areas of ecological significance designated for conservation, sustainable 
use, and research. 

 Objectives of MAB: 

1. Conserve genetic resources, species, and ecosystems. 

2. Promote sustainable development practices for local communities. 

3. Foster scientific research, monitoring, and capacity building. 

4. Act as models for balancing nature and human activity. 

Biosphere Reserves in India 

 Total Biosphere Reserves (2025): 18 (across 11 states). 

Examples: 

 Nilgiri (First BR established in 1986) 

 Gulf of mannar (Largest BR) 

 Nokrek (Smallest BR) 

 Nanda Devi (Uttarakhand) 

  Panna BR (Latest addition in 2020) 

 UNESCO World Network of Biosphere Reserves (WNBR): Some Indian reserves like Nilgiri, 
Sunderbans, and Nanda Devi are recognized internationally. 

5. UNESCO Global Geoparks 

 Areas of international geological significance managed for conservation, education, and 
sustainable development and to Promote geotourism and community involvement. 

 Eg. Jeju Island, South Korea – volcanic landscapes & lava tubes; Arouca Geopark, Portugal – 
glacial landscapes & fossil sites. 

 India’s first UNESCO Global Geopark is still awaited (as of 2025, proposals include Siwalik Fossil 
Park, Bhedaghat). 

6. International Coalition of Inclusive and Sustainable Cities (ICCAR) 

 Launched in 2004 to combat racism, discrimination, xenophobia, and exclusion in urban areas. 

 A global platform of cities committed to human rights and sustainable urban governance. 

 Eg. APCAD (Asia pacific coalition of cities against Discrimination) 
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7. UNESCO Creative Cities Network (UCCN) 

 Launched in 2004 to promote cities as hubs of creativity, culture, and sustainable urban 
development. 

 Covers fields like music, literature, film, gastronomy, design, media and crafts. 

 Global Network: As of 2025, includes over 350 cities from more than 100 countries 

 Indian examples: 

 Jaipur → Crafts & Folk Arts 

 Chennai → Music 

 Varanasi → Music 

 Hyderabad → Gastronomy 

India has been part of the UCCN since 2015, with its seven cities recognized in various creative fields: 

City Creative Field Year 

Jaipur Crafts & Folk Arts 2015 

Varanasi Music 2015 

Chennai Music 2017 

Mumbai Film 2019 

Hyderabad Gastronomy 2019 

Srinagar Crafts & Folk Arts 2021 

Kozhikode Literature 2023 

Gwalior Music 2023 

 
First India-Iran-Uzbekistan Trilateral Meeting 

Syllabus: GS2/IR 
 In News : 

 The first India-Iran-Uzbekistan trilateral meeting was held in Tehran focusing on enhancing 
cooperation against extremism and terrorism and promoting the use of Chabahar Port by Uzbekistan 
for trade with India.  

 About : 

 They also emphasized deeper connectivity via the International North-South Transit Corridor 
(INSTC). 
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 India-Iran-Armenia also held a trilateral focusing on INSTC and Chabahar use. Kazakhstan and 
Tajikistan have shown interest in using Chabahar, while India is pursuing an early harvest FTA with 
the Eurasian Economic Union to boost trade and access rare earth minerals from the region. 

 

National Makhana Board 
Syllabus: GS3/ Agriculture 
 Context : 

 PM Modi launched the National Makhana Board in  Purnea, Bihar, approving a development package 
of about ₹475 crore for the makhana sector. 

 What is Makhana? 

 Makhana (Euryale ferox), also known as fox nut, is an aquatic crop cultivated in stagnant ponds and 
wetlands. 

 This plant is found in freshwater ponds throughout South and East Asia. 

 The edible part of the Makhana plant consists of small, round seeds that have an outer layer ranging 
from black to brown. 

 This has led to it being referred to as the ‘Black Diamond.’ 

 Climatic conditions: For optimal growth and development, Makhana requires a temperature range of 
20-35°C, relative humidity of 50-90%, and annual rainfall between 100-250 cm. 

 In India, Bihar produces about 90% of the country’s makhana, particularly the regions of Mithilanchal 
and Seemanchal. 

 In smaller quantities it is cultivated in the states of Assam, Manipur, West Bengal, Tripura, and 
Odisha, as well as in neighboring countries like Nepal, Bangladesh, China, Japan, and Korea. 

 GI Tag to Mithila Makhana: In 2022, ‘Mithila Makhana’ was conferred a Geographical Indication 
tag. 



 

 

 

 la;qä jk"Vª 'kSf{kd] oSKkfud vkSj lkaL—frd laxBu ¼;wusLdks½ la;qä jk"Vª dh ,d fo'ks"k ,tsalh gS] ftldh 
LFkkiuk 1945 esa gqbZ Fkh vkSj bldk eq[;ky; Ýkal ds isfjl esa gSA ;wusLdks f'k{kk] foKku] laL—fr] lapkj vkSj 
lwpuk ds {ks= esa lg;ksx dks c<+kok nsdj 'kkafr] lqj{kk vkSj lrr fodkl dks c<+kok nsus ds fy, dke djrk gSA 
bldk eq[; mís'; gS: Þyksxksa ds eu esa 'kkafr dh Hkkouk iSnk djukAß  

  ds ek/;e ls  dks c<+kok nsukA 

  vkSj yksxksa ds chp laokn dks c<+kok nsukA 

  dh j{kk vkSj laj{k.k djukA 

 vkSj  dh Lora=rk dks çksRlkfgr djukA 

 Kku lk>k djus ds ek/;e ls lrr fodkl dks c<+kok nsukA 

(ESD) 

 ;g f'k{kk ç.kkyh esa fLFkjrk ds fl)karksa ¼tyok;q ifjorZu] tSo fofo/krk] lkekftd lekurk½ dks 'kkfey 
djus ds fy, ,d oSf'od igy gSA 

 ;g i;kZoj.k tkx:drk] gfjr dkS'ky vkSj oSf'od ukxfjdrk f'k{kk dks c<+kok nsrk gSA 

 ESD: 

 ;wusLdks ubZ fnYyh dk;kZy; nf{k.k ,f'k;k] ftlesa Hkkjr Hkh 'kkfey gS] esa dbZ ESD ls lacaf/kr xfrfof/k;ksa 
dk leUo; djrk gS; bls jk"Vªh; f'k{kk uhfr ¼NEP 2020½ vkSj lexz f'k{kk vfHk;ku esa 'kkfey fd;k 
x;k gSA 

 ;wusLdks egkRek xka/kh 'kkafr vkSj lrr fodkl f'k{kk laLFkku (MGIEP)] ubZ fnYyh → 'kkafr f'k{kk] 
fMftVy f'k{kk vkSj lrr fodkl ij dsafær gSA 
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 ;wusLdks ,lksfl,VsM Ldwy çkstsDV usVodZ (ASPNet) ds rgr Ldwyksa ds lkFk lg;ksx → 'kkafr vkSj 

fLFkjrk ds fo"k;ksa dks c<+kok nsrk gSA 

(WHS)

 1972 ds ;wusLdks fo'o /kjksgj dUosa'ku ds rgr LFkkfirA bldk mís'; ekuork ds fy, fojklr dks lajf{kr 
vkSj lqjf{kr j[kuk gSA 

 laL—fr] ç—fr ;k nksuksa esa ^vlk/kkj.k lkoZHkkSfed ewY;* okys LFkyksa dks ekU;rk nsrk gSA 

 ,sfrgkfld] dykRed ;k lkaL—frd egRo okys Lekjd ;k LFkyA 

 Hkkjr esa 44 lkaL—frd WHS gSa] tSls rktegy ¼mÙkj çns'k½] t;iqj 'kgj ¼jktLFkku½] gEih ¼dukZVd½] 
dks.kkdZ lw;Z eafnj ¼vksfM'kk½A ejkBk lSU; LFky bl lwph esa uohure tksM+ gSaA 

vlk/kkj.k çk—frd lqanjrk] ikfjfLFkfrdh ra=] tSo fofo/krk ;k HkwoSKkfud 
egRo okys {ks=A 

 Hkkjr esa 7 çk—frd WHS gSa] ftuesa dkthjaxk jk"Vªh; m|ku ¼vle½] lqanjcu ¼if'pe caxky½] 
uank nsoh vkSj Qwyksa dh ?kkVh ¼mÙkjk[kaM½] xzsV fgeky;u jk"Vªh; m|ku ¼fgekpy çns'k½ 'kkfey 
gSaA 

 lkaL—frd vkSj çk—frd nksuksa egRo okys LFkyA 

 Hkkjr esa dsoy 1 fefJr WHS gS] dkaxpsutksaxk jk"Vªh; m|ku ¼flfDde½A 

(ICH)

 2003 ds ;wusLdks vewrZ lkaL—frd fojklr dh lqj{kk ds fy, dUosa'ku ds rgr LFkkfirA bldk mís'; vewrZ 

lkaL—frd çFkkvksa dks lajf{kr djuk] c<+kok nsuk vkSj vkus okyh ihf<+;ksa rd igqapkuk gSA 

 blesa thfor ijaijk,a] ekSf[kd vfHkO;fä] çn'kZu dyk] jhfr&fjokt] R;ksgkj] f'kYi dkS'ky vkSj lkekftd 

çFkk,a 'kkfey gSaA 

 ICH

yksd dFkk,a] dgkuh lqukuk] egkdkO;A 

 laxhr] u`R;] ukVdA 

 lkeqnkf;d jhfr&fjokt] lekjksg] R;ksgkjA 

 LFkkuh; Kku] ikjaifjd fpfdRlkA 

 gkFk cqukbZ] feêh ds crZu] cqukbZ] dykA 

ICH 

 &dqfV;kêe ¼2008½] NÅ u`R; ¼2010½] dkycsfy;k yksdxhr vkSj u`R; ¼2010½] eqfM;kêq ¼2010½] 
ef.kiqj dk ladhrZu vkSj uR̀; ¼2013½] xqtjkr dk xjck ¼2023½ 

 jkeyhyk ¼2008½] jkeeu ¼2009½] dqaHk esyk ¼2017½] dksydkrk esa nqxkZ iwtk 
¼2021½ 

 oSfnd ea=ksPpkj.k dh ijaijk ¼2008½] yík[k dk ckS) ea=ksPpkj.k ¼2012½ 
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 &tkafMvkyk xq# ds FkkBsjk leqnk; }kjk ikjaifjd ihry vkSj rkacs ds crZu cukus dh dyk 
¼2014½ 

 &;ksx ¼2016½] ukSjkst ¼2016½ 

¼2025 rd] Hkkjr dh 15 dyk,¡ ;wusLdks dh vewrZ lkaL—frd fojklr lwph esa 'kkfey gSa] ftlesa uohure 
'kkfey gS 2023 esa 'kkfey xjckA½ 

(MAB)

 1971 esa bdksflLVe vkSj tSo fofo/krk dks lajf{kr djus ds fy, 'kq: fd;k x;kA tSo fofo/krk ds laj{k.k 
ds ek/;e ls lrr fodkl dks c<+kok nsuk bldk mís'; gSA 

 ;g ekuo xfrfof/k;ksa vkSj ç—fr ds chp rkyesy fcBkus ij /;ku nsrk gS] ftlesa vuqla/kku] f'k{kk vkSj çca/ku 
'kkfey gSaA 

  ikfjfLFkfrd egRo okys {ks= ftUgsa laj{k.k] lrr mi;ksx vkSj vuqla/kku ds fy, ukfer 
fd;k x;k gSA 

 MAB  

1- tsusfVd lalk/kuksa] çtkfr;ksa vkSj bdksflLVe dk laj{k.kA 

2- LFkkuh; leqnk;ksa ds fy, lrr fodkl çFkkvksa dks c<+kok nsukA 

3- oSKkfud vuqla/kku] fuxjkuh vkSj {kerk fuekZ.k dks c<+kok nsukA 

4- ç—fr vkSj ekuo xfrfof/k;ksa ds chp larqyu ds e‚My ds :i esa dk;Z djukA 

  18 ¼11 jkT;ksa esa½A 

 uhyfxjh ¼igyk BR, 1986 esa LFkkfir½ 

 eUukj dh [kkM+h ¼lcls cM+k BR½ 

 uksØsd ¼lcls NksVk BR½ 

 uank nsoh ¼mÙkjk[kaM½ 

 iUuk BR ¼2020 esa uohure 'kkfey½ 

 (WNBR) : uhyfxjh] lqanjcu vkSj uank nsoh tSls dqN 
Hkkjrh; fjtoZ varjjk"Vªh; Lrj ij ekU;rk çkIr gSaA 

 laj{k.k] f'k{kk vkSj lrr fodkl ds fy, çcaf/kr] varjkZ"Vªh; HkwoSKkfud egRo okys {ks=A ft;ksVwfjTe vkSj 
leqnk; dh Hkkxhnkjh dks c<+kok nsukA 

 &nf{k.k dksfj;k dk tstw }hi & Tokykeq[kh ifj–'; vkSj ykok Vîwc; iqrZxky dk vjksdk 
ft;ksikdZ&fgeun ifj–'; vkSj thok'e LFkyA 

 Hkkjr dk igyk ;wusLdks Xykscy ft;ksikdZ vHkh Hkh çrhf{kr gS ¼2025 rd] çLrkoksa esa f'kokfyd Q‚fly ikdZ] 
HksM+k?kkV 'kkfey gSa½A 
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(ICCAR)

 2004 esa 'kgjh {ks=ksa esa uLyokn] HksnHkko] fons'k&fojks/kh Hkkouk vkSj cfg"dkj ls fuiVus ds fy, 'kq: fd;k x;kA 

 ekuo vf/kdkjksa vkSj lrr 'kgjh 'kklu ds çfr çfrc) 'kgjksa dk ,d oSf'od eapA 

 &,ihdSM ¼HksnHkko ds f[kykQ ,f'k;k ç'kkar 'kgjksa dk xBca/ku½ 

(UCCN)

 jpukRedrk] laL—fr vkSj lrr 'kgjh fodkl ds dsaæksa ds :i esa 'kgjksa dks c<+kok nsus ds fy, 2004 esa 'kq: 
fd;k x;kA 

 laxhr] lkfgR;] fQYe] ikd dyk] fMtkbu] ehfM;k vkSj f'kYi tSls {ks= 'kkfey gSaA 

 oSf'od usVod:Z 2025 rd] 100 ls vf/kd ns'kksa ds 350 ls vf/kd 'kgj 'kkfey gSaA 

 

 t;iqj → f'kYi vkSj yksd dyk 

 psUubZ → laxhr 

 okjk.klh → laxhr 

 gSnjkckn → ikd dyk  

Hkkjr 2015 ls UCCN dk fgLlk gS] blds lkr 'kgj fofHkUu jpukRed {ks=ksa esa ekU;rk çkIr gSaA 

 

  2015 

  2015 

  2017 

  2019 

  2019 

  2021 

  2023 

  2023 
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 

 Vsgjku esa Hkkjr&bZjku&mTcsfdLrku dh igyh f=i{kh; cSBd gqbZA bl cSBd esa vkradokn vkSj vfrokn ds 

f[kykQ lg;ksx c<+kus vkSj mTcsfdLrku }kjk Hkkjr ds lkFk O;kikj ds fy, pkcgkj canjxkg ds bLrseky 

dks c<+kok nsus ij /;ku fn;k x;kA 

 

 mUgksaus baVjus'kuy u‚FkZ&lkmFk VªkaliksVZ d‚fjMksj (INSTC) ds tfj, csgrj dusfDVfoVh ij Hkh tksj fn;kA 

 Hkkjr&bZjku&vkesZfu;k us Hkh INSTC vkSj pkcgkj ds bLrseky ij ,d f=i{kh; cSBd dhA dtkfdLrku vkSj 

rkftfdLrku us pkcgkj dk bLrseky djus esa fnypLih fn[kkbZ gS] tcfd Hkkjr bl {ks= ls nqyZHk i`Foh 

[kfutksa rd igqap vkSj O;kikj dks c<+kok nsus ds fy, ;wjsf'k;u bdksu‚fed ;wfu;u ds lkFk tYn gh ,d 

eqä O;kikj le>kSrk (FTA) djus dh dksf'k'k dj jgk gSA 

 

 

 

 ih,e eksnh us fcgkj ds iwf.kZ;k esa us'kuy e[kkuk cksMZ dh 'kq#vkr dh vkSj e[kkuk m|ksx ds fy, yxHkx 

475 djksM+ #i;s ds fodkl iSdst dks eatwjh nhA 

 

 e[kkuk ¼;wfj,y QsjksDl½] ftls Q‚Dl uV Hkh dgk tkrk gS] ,d tyh; Qly gS tks fLFkj rkykcksa vkSj 

nynyh bykdksa esa mxkbZ tkrh gSA 

 ;g ikS/kk nf{k.k vkSj iwohZ ,f'k;k ds lHkh ehBs ikuh ds rkykcksa esa ik;k tkrk gSA 

 e[kkuk ikS/ks dk [kkus ;ksX; fgLlk NksVs] xksy cht gksrs gSa ftudh ckgjh ijr dkyh ls Hkwjh gksrh gSA 

 blh otg ls bls ^CySd Mk;eaM* Hkh dgk tkrk gSA 
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 e[kkuk dh vPNh òf) vkSj fodkl ds fy, 20-35°C dk rkieku] 50-90% lkis{k 
vknZzrk vkSj 100&250 cm ds chp okf"kZd o"kkZ dh vko';drk gksrh gSA 

 Hkkjr esa] fcgkj ns'k ds yxHkx 90% e[kkuk dk mRiknu djrk gS] [kkldj fefFkykapy vkSj lhekapy {ks= 
esaA 

 de ek=k esa ;g vle] ef.kiqj] if'pe caxky] f=iqjk vkSj vksfM'kk jkT;ksa esa] lkFk gh usiky] ckaXykns'k] phu] 
tkiku vkSj dksfj;k tSls iM+kslh ns'kksa esa Hkh mxk;k tkrk gSA 

 fefFkyk e[kkuk dks thvkbZ VSx&2022 esa] ^fefFkyk e[kkuk* dks HkkSxksfyd ladsr ¼thvkbZ½ VSx fn;k x;k FkkA 


