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UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization)

e The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) is a specialized
agency of the United Nations, established in 1945 and headquartered in Paris, France. UNESCO works to
promote peace, security, and sustainable development by fostering cooperation in education, science,
culture, communication, and information. Its guiding motto : “Building peace in the minds of men and
women.

Objectives
e Promote international peace and security through education, science, culture, and communication.
e Foster dialogue among civilizations, cultures, and peoples.

e Protect and preserve heritage (tangible & intangible).

Encourage freedom of expression and information.

e Promote sustainable development through knowledge sharing.

Major UNESCO Projects / Flagship Initiatives And Status of INDIA
1. Education for Sustainable Development (ESD)
e A global initiative to integrate sustainability principles (climate change, biodiversity, social equity)
into education systems.
e Encourages environmental awareness, green skills, and global citizenship education.
e ESD in India:

> UNESCO New Delhi Office coordinates many ESD-related activities in South Asia, including
India; Integrated into National Education Policy (NEP 2020) and Samgra shiksha abhiyan

> UNESCO Mahatma Gandhi Institute of Education for Peace and Sustainable Development
(MGIEP), New Delhi — focuses on peace education, digital learning, and sustainable
development.

» Collaboration with schools under UNESCO Associated Schools Project Network (ASPNet)
— promotes peace and sustainability themes
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2. World Heritage Sites (WHS)

Established under the 1972 UNESCO World Heritage Convention.Its Aim is to preserve & protect
heritage for humanity.

Recognizes sites of “outstanding universal value” in culture, nature, or both.
a) Cultural Heritage Sites — Monuments or sites with historical, artistic, or cultural significance.

> India has 44 cultural WHS eg. Taj Mahal (U.P.), Jaipur City (Rajasthan), Hampi
(Karnataka), Sun Temple, Konark (Odisha). Maratha military landscapes are the latest
addition to the list

b) Natural Heritage Sites — Areas with exceptional natural beauty, ecosystems, biodiversity, or
geological importance.

> India has 7 natural WHS including Kaziranga National Park (Assam), Sundarbans (West
Bengal), Nanda Devi & Valley of Flowers (Uttarakhand), Great Himalayan National Park
(Himachal Pradesh).

¢) Mixed Heritage Sites — Sites with both cultural and natural significance.

> India has just 1 mixed WHS Khangchendzonga National Park (Sikkim).

3. UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) & India

Established under the 2003 UNESCO Convention for Safeguarding Intangible Cultural Heritage.
Its Aim is to preserve, promote, and pass on intangible cultural practices to future generations

Covers living traditions, oral expressions, performing arts, rituals, festivals, craftsmanship, and
social practices.

Categories of ICH;

1. Oral Traditions & Expressions — folk tales, storytelling, epics.

2. Performing Arts — music, dance, theater.

3. Social Practices, Rituals & Festive Events — community rituals, ceremonies, festivals.
4

Knowledge & Practices Concerning Nature & Universe — indigenous knowledge, traditional
medicine.

5. Traditional Craftsmanship — handlooms, pottery, weaving, arts.

India’s ICH Entries (Examples)

Performing Arts: Kutiyattam (2008); Chhau Dance (2010); Kalbelia Folk Songs and Dances (2010);
Mudiyettu (2010); Sankirtana and Dancing of Manipur (2013); Garba of Gujarat (2023)

Festivals and Rituals: Ramlila (2008); Ramman (2009); Kumbh Mela (2017); Durga Puja in Kolkata
(2021)

Oral Traditions: Tradition of Vedic Chanting (2008); Buddhist Chanting of Ladakh (2012)

Craftsmanship: Traditional Brass and Copper Craft of Utensil Making among the Thatheras of
Jandiala Guru (2014)
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e Other: Yoga (2016); Nowruz (2016)

(4As of 2025, India has 15 elements inscribed on UNESCO ICH list with the latest addition being
Garba added in 2023)

4. Man and the Biosphere (MAB) Programme

e Launched in 1971 to conserve ecosystems and biodiversity. Aims to promote sustainable
development through the conservation of biodiversity.

e Focuses on harmonizing human activity with nature, combining research, education, and
management.

e Biosphere Reserves — areas of ecological significance designated for conservation, sustainable
use, and research.

e  Objectives of MAB:
1. Conserve genetic resources, species, and ecosystems.
2. Promote sustainable development practices for local communities.
3. Foster scientific research, monitoring, and capacity building.
4. Act as models for balancing nature and human activity.
Biosphere Reserves in India
e Total Biosphere Reserves (2025): 18 (across 11 states).
Examples:
> Nilgiri (First BR established in 1986)
>  Gulf of mannar (Largest BR)
> Nokrek (Smallest BR)
> Nanda Devi (Uttarakhand)
>  Panna BR (Latest addition in 2020)

e UNESCO World Network of Biosphere Reserves (WNBR): Some Indian reserves like Nilgiri,
Sunderbans, and Nanda Devi are recognized internationally.

5. UNESCO Global Geoparks

e Areas of international geological significance managed for conservation, education, and
sustainable development and to Promote geotourism and community involvement.

e Eg. Jeju Island, South Korea — volcanic landscapes & lava tubes; Arouca Geopark, Portugal —
glacial landscapes & fossil sites.

e India’s first UNESCO Global Geopark is still awaited (as of 2025, proposals include Siwalik Fossil
Park, Bhedaghat).

6. International Coalition of Inclusive and Sustainable Cities (ICCAR)
e Launched in 2004 to combat racism, discrimination, xenophobia, and exclusion in urban areas.
e A global platform of cities committed to human rights and sustainable urban governance.

e FEo. APCAD (Asia pacific coalition of cities against Discrimination)
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7. UNESCO Creative Cities Network (UCCN)

e Launched in 2004 to promote cities as hubs of creativity, culture, and sustainable urban
development.

e Covers fields like music, literature, film, gastronomy, design, media and crafts.
e Global Network: As of 2025, includes over 350 cities from more than 100 countries
e Indian examples:

> Jaipur — Crafts & Folk Arts

» Chennai — Music

> Varanasi — Music

> Hyderabad — Gastronomy

India has been part of the UCCN since 2015, with its seven cities recognized in various creative fields:

City Creative Field Year
Jaipur Crafts & Folk Arts 2015
Varanasi Music 2015
Chennai Music 2017
Mumbai Film 2019
Hyderabad Gastronomy 2019
Srinagar Crafts & Folk Arts 2021
Kozhikode Literature 2023
Gwalior Music 2023

Tehran hosts maiden India, Iran, Uzbekistan
trilateral

First India-Iran-Uzbekistan Trilateral Meeting
Syllabus: GS2/IR

e In News:

> The first India-Iran-Uzbekistan trilateral meeting was held in Tehran focusing on enhancing
cooperation against extremism and terrorism and promoting the use of Chabahar Port by Uzbekistan
for trade with India.

e About:

> They also emphasized deeper connectivity via the International North-South Transit Corridor
(INSTC).
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> India-Iran-Armenia also held a trilateral focusing on INSTC and Chabahar use. Kazakhstan and
Tajikistan have shown interest in using Chabahar, while India is pursuing an early harvest FTA with

the Eurasian Economic Union to boost trade and access rare earth minerals from the region.

PM Modi to open Purnea airport, launch
Makhana Board in Monday’s visit to poll-
bound Bihar

National Makhana Board

Syllabus: GS3/ Agriculture
e Context:

> PM Modi launched the National Makhana Board in Purnea, Bihar, approving a development package
of about X475 crore for the makhana sector.

e Whatis Makhana?

» Makhana (Euryale ferox), also known as fox nut, is an aquatic crop cultivated in stagnant ponds and
wetlands.

> This plant is found in freshwater ponds throughout South and East Asia.

> The edible part of the Makhana plant consists of small, round seeds that have an outer layer ranging
from black to brown.

> This has led to it being referred to as the ‘Black Diamond.’

> Climatic conditions: For optimal growth and development, Makhana requires a temperature range of
20-35°C, relative humidity of 50-90%, and annual rainfall between 100-250 cm.

> InIndia, Bihar produces about 90% of the country’s makhana, particularly the regions of Mithilanchal
and Seemanchal.

> In smaller quantities it is cultivated in the states of Assam, Manipur, West Bengal, Tripura, and
Odisha, as well as in neighboring countries like Nepal, Bangladesh, China, Japan, and Korea.

> GI Tag to Mithila Makhana: In 2022, ‘Mithila Makhana’ was conferred a Geographical Indication
tag.
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IATDI (‘\?r'gﬂs IS Sfdrsd, d<rfie AR GIREAGED
HqGH)

o TgW UK fE®, IG R ARPAE HeA (TR WIWH K B UH I goidl 7, et
RIOAT 1945 ¥ g8 ot 3R ST TA@d B & URA # 2| vl Rren, s, ¥wpfa, §aR &R
I B &F H FEANT BT 9QMAT bR T, JRET AR Aqd B Pl ge1ar a7 & oIy HM BT ¢ |
SHH] R e &6 AN & AT H Wi T 91aer U&T HRAv |

S|

o T, famm, G pfa 3R AR & wrgw ¥ siaRisg wifa iR grer &1 ggrar <1 |
o [RIAMRI, WIHIAAT 3R AN & g Harg HT g T |

o farva (Wifa® iR 3F[d) @1 e 3R AR FeT |

o 3ffaAfh IR I & W[AFA BT AR BRAT |

o S WS &R+ & ARIH § Aad ([dHTH Pl 9T o |

IATD! D W Ulolde /9@ Usd AR ARd DI Reifa
1. 9aa fae™ @ fag R (ESD)

o g R yomell # Rerar & Rigidl (Sterary uRad=, Sa fafderar, wrfSe M) o mfie
&R B oY T dRae ugd © |

o UE TRV SFTHR&dT, BRT HIvet 3R af¥adw ARTRGAr R o1 gerar <ar 2|

e ¥WRAd # ESD:
> Al A3 faeel wrafaa sféor gl [ wRa ot enfia 8 § &8 ESD ¥ weftra wfafafert

BT FHGT HAT 20 39 e e fa (NEP 2020) iR w9 R iy & enfie foar
TR

> IR HETAT T i iR "ad faer Rem W (MGIEP), T8 fieell — wnifa e,
fefrea e ik |dd faera W sfed 2|
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> IR THIRUCS Who Hoide -icad (ASPNet) & d8d ol & A1 F8dN — T iR
Rerar & vt o7 ggrar <ar 2|

2. fawa sRiEr ¥erel (WHS)

1972 @ JARD! 499 eRIER H=AH & Ted WAIMUT | SHBT IeeI A & oy faRmad &1 a_fera
3R R @ 2|
AP, TR AT Sl H SRR AGHIAS e daTel erell HI AT <l 2 |
$) AiXpide fardd wrd : Udeifie, dards I RGOS e daTd RS IT W5 |
> 9RA H 44 GBS ¥ 8, S dToMHed (STR U<, SR e [ISRIM), 91 (SieH),
FIoMS gA AR @) | AR1eT ¥ e 39 gdl # Tdad o € |
@) Urdbfae farad I : SRR Udfae gavdl, aiRRefde! d3, Sia fafqedr ar ya=te
HEd drel & |
> 9RA H 7 Udfde WHS 8, FH SR I e (8rFH), gexad (aftes a9md),
FeT 341 3R Tl @l 'l (STRRIS), Ue FHedT I S (fRAmEe uaw) wnfie
g |
M) faf¥a favrad e ;- ARGO6 IR WHhidd Qi Aed dTel w0 |
> 9Rd | dhad 1 _H¥T WHS &, SITeein Iy Sene (Rifan) |

3. YAwHl Id Wivpfas farad (ICH) 3R wRd

2003 & FAWD! I AP [IRTAT Bl el & folT B2 & Ted U | $HBT IeT I
ARpITS gorrall HT R HRA1, q1aT a1 R A drell fedl d& ugamT 7 |

Terg emfiet 7 |

ICH & U&R—

1. HIRg® RuRY SR FAF¥=ARD : e BTG, B G, ASTHE |

2. ¥ $dl : WE, T, AP |

3. gIfa® gy, Afa—Rare ik sca - grEiife Afd—Raw, 99RE, R |
4. UPfA 3R daiis A A 99 AR YAY : I 9F, IRURS Farfdear |
5. URUR® Rrcu dlerd : g1 g1, S & 904, 18, Forl |

HRd &1 ICH ufafdear (Sarexvn)

e HAT-HCATEA (2008), B T (2010), BIACRIT AldBIT AR T (2010), JFSATE (2010),
AR BT Faplad AR T (2013), ORI BT TRET (2023)

QrER 3R Afa—Rars—melien (2008), I (2009), B FAT (2017), BIABIT H G GOl
(2021)

AR IRRIT—AeH HA=aROT B RURT (2008), TERT BT dlg HAART (2012)

29, Kailash Vihar, Behind St. Conrad's Inter College, Khandari, Agra (UP) Ph.-9720999654; 9219631474



CENTRE FOR AMBITION An Institution for Civil Service
o el PIAA—STISIAT [E & ATCRT WIS §RT URYRD el 3R 14 & dci- a1 B Dol
(2014)

e 3N (2016), ARSI (2016)

(2025 T®, IRA BT 15 BTG JAD! I 3T HDIID ORIId Gl # enfie 8, Rrad Fdaq
A 8 2023 H AT TRET )

4. 99 Us € 9 RER (MAB) WU™

o 1971 H SHINEH 3R Vg fAfderdr &1 Rfed &3 & fory g fbar Tar| Sig fafdegar & w=eror
& HAETH I Idd b BT dgraT AT SHBT S ¢ |

o T A TIRIRAT 3R UPpfd & 9= dred oM W &g <ar 2, e g, e iR mdem
oA 2 |
o TRIITHRIR Rord : TRReIE e arel &7 578 RV, o SUANT IR A & fofg AT
forar am 2 |
e MAB & Ie¥I—
1. SiIfed A/, TSl SR SHIRCH B ERET |
2. WIFR AYERT & forg wad 9w gl & qemdr o |
3. Jenfre rgd, PRI MR emar faHfor B ggrar < |
4. USRI 3R AT TRIARAT & dr Hdold & AlScel & W0 H BRI BT |
ARd 4 R RR Red
o G IRIEHRR Rod (2025) : 18 (11 AT #) |
SaTEXU—
IR (8T BR, 1986 # erfud)
AR P! Wl (A6 997 BR)
Al%hd (Ae Bl BR)
AT <Al (STRIES)
> U= BR (2020 # Fd9aH SfHe)
o YATHI d¢S Wicdd I JRATEHIAR Rord (WNBR) : AR, Javad AR FaT1 <41 o 69
YRAT RoTd AR TR W) F=dT I 2 |
5. %Dl died S
o Rev, R iR wad fent & foy wefta, iR s e #ew e &85 | RraeRsH iR
AR B ARIER] ®I gl o |

o TATBRU-TMRIV PINAT BT WG] g — SAAHE URGI 3R AT S=ET Yo Pl IR
RraTe—fea-e URgey 3R Siiared e |

o HRT P YBCll IRD! Taligal foramars 1 Uiferd © (2025 b, wRamal # Rrarfored wifyer e,
FeTHTC A ©) |

vV V V V
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6. GHIA 3R Fdd ;SN BT AR TSd89 (ICCAR)
o 2004 ¥ IR &A H TAIE, e, [AT—{RE HEAT 3R IR | Fued & fow g f&ar mn|
o AT BRI AR HAG TR I & UfT ufiddg =R &7 U afdad 79 |
o SIAEV-TUIhE (eHa & Ractis TRRIT wend wexi & TodeM)

7. YAl foufed Rde deasd (UCCN)

o IAIHEBAT, AP AR Aad Tl BN & dal @ ®U H USRI Bl gedl a1 & oy 2004 H I
o T |

o ifia, T, fheH, Ut worr, fSoTsa, My 3R Rrew S e wnfae 2|
o JINTH Fedd® 2025 ddb, 100 I 3D 2 P 350 I AfIH X IS 2 |
e HRII IQIEUI—

> SR — e &R ol FHalr
> dg —
> RO — Fifid

»  oXN[dlg — Yld defl

WRT 2015 ¥ UCCN &I &1 8, 59 HId Iex At~ == 1cde a1 § ar=dr ure & |

NES fopufea &= as
SRR Sl IR did Bl 2015
AR wifd 2015
CRES ifra 2017
L CE] fed 2019
BERIEIS el W¥Hd 2019
R Sl AR AlId Bl 2021
CAIECOE GIER 2023
qrferax RG] 2023
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Tehran hosts maiden India, Iran, Uzbekistan
trilateral

YRA—3[A—S o b= dI ggell Huefi Aéaa;

UTSUHhH : SIITH2 / JATS IR
o I W
> TERM H RIS &1 Ugell Ul 6% g3 | 39 98 H Addbdla 3R Jffade &

RIS TEIANT da17 IR Iodfbd™ gRT IR & 1Y FUR & folU ITEER 8 & ST
BT ge1dT o7 R &g eI T |

o GIHM®NI
> Selv e AR—AsY giRIUe IRSR (INSTC) & SIRY d8dy drifdefde] IR W SR fear |

> YRA—SH—3HAAT 7 Y INSTC 3R AEER & SKIHIA IR U (U §8&h P | BHollfbed 3R
AISBRE 4 TR BT SWHd dR 4 el (g 8, Safdh 9Rd 39 &3 ¥ goiv gl

GGl dd Ugd AR AR Pl derdl o &' foy AT goHiHe AT & A1 Siea 8 Uh
b ATAR AT (FTA) HR Dl HIRET HR &0 2

PM Modi to open Purnea airport, launch
Makhana Board in Monday’s visit to poll-
bound Bihar

RISA R R ECI G TS

qredshd : Siivds / ofy
o HaH—
> UIgg A A SRR @& giotar § AeFe AT 9IS @1 YORd @ IR AT SENT & oy o

475 TS BT & [JHTE Yol I AR T |

o TWHI T 27

> WG (IRUA wRiad), [ Bied 9¢ W S8 Sl 2, Udh el Bad § ol ReR aremEl iR
golgell SAlThl H SIS Sl © |

> I8 U gferer SR ydi URRm & | HIS U & dredl H§ U S 2 |

> AEHE UY & EF Arg B B, Md 49 81 & RTFa] a8 WRd dlell 9 30 B 3§ |

> 39 99l ¥ 39 ‘wid sIuHs W el o T § |
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> Saary yRRefaAT—a@m @ sl gfg iR ey & forg 20-35°C &1 A9+, 50-90% HTUer
3T 3R 100—250 cm & &1 A1f¥d aul @7 IMITIHAT Bl 2 |

> MRA #H, S8R < & T 90% AT BT SATEH BT &, Wadx fAfdreiad ik dHae e
7

> BH HIAT H I8 IAGH, AR, ufRdH §Te, BIQRT iR aifSen vl H, Wrer €1 Aurel, e, @,
ST 3R SIRAT O TSR <2 & |1 ST ST © |

> TARre AT &1 Sfieng <—2022 #, ‘fAfrel #aMr & 9Mifad Had (STRNE) ST faam 1y o |
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