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Exclusive: For Census 2027, Home Ministry

seeks Rs 14,619 crore budget

Census 2027 India: Registrar General of India is learnt to be developing a website to manage the exercise and

monitor it in real time; caste data will also be captured electronically, say sources.
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SIRGHAT 7 g YA UR &3 ATl bl 9. g1 (T |

3. 9@ I, $Rea SRl B+ H gl 9 H§ <X, S 701 3R SECC @7
HAT BT oIy =AY, 2024 H I FAME 3R COVID & dI& 3MfYdh JUIR AR BT
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oATHh A3 & fore fe$fSiesr Susmeor

® IUATHAl Usal A ols fhU T F=HET VY didd HICHIA AT eStes SUBRUN &bl
SUANT BT |

e WCHIA & ATUPH IWANT H TH JAw HI A U H dAqq Hel &l RS 7 |
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HABIhd IRATIY
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GPS 3R AT RIT gahTadvor

e 2011 : Hifgs AFfRET IR R, AI® HROT faRTeT 3R [aRAT B 2 |

e 2027 : YUI, W PHaxl JHARAT B B U a_f BT e ST 3R FRATBRAT |
Saa—erga Ffe uga™

® 2011 : ST Hhad & IR X H U8 T35 FfeAT |

® 2027 : AIEISA 3T JMATRIMAD MY AT BRI & MMHR o1 fAAwfaai o1 fafed w3 |
AP IHa Sforea wIfST yomreft

e 2011 : BfaIRgd ufAftedl, ITA UTHY 3R THEHROT H T |

® 2027 : T VYR H UH FHMN HIs & ATA SITfa, 91T IR IdAqT & I ggar 9 IS
fpy Ty So—<=T A

dEAdR ST ILUIadT 3R AHag9gdl

e 2011 : Y3 AT & PHIROT URUHEI # auf BT < |

e 2027 : GRUMAI &I Il H SIRI B & foly Tehbldd TSI & AT FATS S— TR
UYHEhNT |

NUGNIRIME

® 2011 : Dad I S/ G STa%iria Sifordi b1 gl fhar T |

® 2027 : W WHS & oIy 9 ST Ser ¥Ug (1931 & 91 Usall dX) |

STFIIOIEAT 2027 -1 gAliaAar

fefores fawrs=
e HH Icic U, WRME FHAfdefadl a1 f$fiea ffrerar aral &3 dfsa 81 9ad § |
e TT MYAIIAT 3R {reAr Haehl f=iany

e THdcAed $fSTea STr &1 gl & oy ASigd MUIIdT GRET U D1 AL ehdl
BT |

TG IS BT A

® 30 IRI H IAH IToATRds BT e af¥eror &1 smagawar srfl |
e WICHIA 3R Cgcie A A uRfaraar s ufthar &7 €| &R Al 7 |
SITfr WoTAT D1 Sifeerdiy

e oI, AMIRNTS 3R gemafe fJaral & S < Fahdl ¢ |

e @l I ATl Bl AFD HIS H FATT I Ub Tl gArdl sl |
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M YN YHATd
e TR AT ATAH Hebddhi A ST UR &9 Digd B+ A fAhra=g=dr fa—ior

HHSIR B FhdT T |

qHad AR giared srar

® 30 PRIS TR H gIKfdep AHY H STT WIS Pl ARG B & (Y AT FaR, cSoos
fEarsd IR ASIqd ddh-1eb! FEIAT Yonfordi &1 raedadhdr sl |

cdlild DIRD

o fSRica gaara (Sarsd, Har, ATgaR gRal, UfRMeron) 2011 &1 a1 H I H Iool@-1d
gfg BT |

ST-ITOTAT 2027 BT Hed
M 3R HATT

e IT Il fATROT Yorefl, H-RIT 3NR ULTHHN IMATRT ATSTAT S Jrerqrdl & forg
3T MR UaTH BRI |

e JT A 3fdacH, Afeds! fAaRur 3R Ry, e iR gl S b1 ArsT=r 9=+

H ANTEE BT |

MU G E DI K|

e T YATHA, AT, @l 3R SMUGT TANT bl FAHIEd BT |

e JT JAd SN fABTH BT FHAA UG B |

rorfae ufeard

® UT 2026 P dIa HAQIAl JT eI 3R gRATHT Ufhar &1 MR G717 |

o g fAUTy@mrell § 33% HARHT IRV & HIATTIAT DT F&TH BT |

ST <=arg

e JT NI YOI & ARIH ¥ BRI WR Us WHal, il ik fies wgari & fog
Sfera Al e F9a A |

f$foree va dRasw urafredar

o T fefica SfEAT B AT BN AR IRATAD THI DBl FRIRTAT BT HeTH BRI |

e IE YRA Pl Add fAsrd aedi (SDG) 3R Iy e iy (NEP) & dedi R Ao
G H AT BT |
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NHAI Signs Agreement to Implement India’s
First Multi-Lane Free Flow (MLFF) Tolling
System in Gujarat

HRA Pl Usell Hedl—ald Wl Tl (THYAUHUS)
TSRTd | il YoTTefl

& a9 : GS3 /3B dar aid — NS d

o HRINI SN Uge U+l fAFCS (GMSTagHAITd) 3R AMSHRMSHIRTS g -1 ToIRId
T TATI—48 UX AIARA Yo ST H WRA B U8l AUD Hecl—old Wl Tl
(THUAYHUS) SIeT UOTTell AFL B & Y T FHSI IR 8eR fhy 2 |

Hodl oI W oll <elifeir
® IE UH drRI—IfBd eI YUl & Sl Sod USS diel IRUBIMSS! IS AR TTAYIRIR

HHRT §RT BRI 3R T8+ GOl TAT (GI3TRUH) BT Ugh oI-ad Bl FeTH =T

2|

e IT Yobh AT TR dTel &l a1 ety era wug &1 wers g9rar 2, oraa fevrs
3R ITAT BT AHT HH BIAN © OTHA S99 I&Tdl H gig Bl © AR IS HH BIdl
2 |

e JT T NG WIS H PR MR T 4R H Uh IYp T, ISl AR BT ISR
RIGTHRT egd a1 H A1 JRTar < |

Ministry of Tribal Affairs to Launch the Beta Version of “Adi Vaani”

India’s First Al-Powered Translator for Tribal Languages

3t qrofl” &1 drer aEh T
& qa&Er : Gs2—2THA gid— PIB
e TV I HATT I WIS arofie Vg T el HIhoT Al fHar g |
Tt areft & IR #

e ¥e TP HiaH gfx (AN)—Faferd 3rgare SUHRY & A ST 9iueli & fog
9IS & g'g 9T Afsd &1 |qHdA B & forg fesms= o = 2

® UT WRA H SIS AR 3R AWHIAAT & FRET IR JASgR & (7Y I~Id dh-11h
P ATHRTAD TATT & AT SirsdT © |
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e IT TSI AR & fay WRA &1 yselml 34 gfE (An)—w=nfora srgaes &
T SESIIT MTRG 99 & dgd faead fbar Tar o |

e 3IfE arofl 39 wIuRN &1 wHfa Bl el (fsem), el @ ugen), S
ERES), MS! (BINTS)

e 3Tl =R & foIy s 3R TR Afed AR st &1 faswr fFar i &1 7 |
Hgcd

e WRd H 461 SIHSGT 9NTY 8, S99 9 81 Hdea2ial & 3R 42 WMAT SATdoIhRUl
3R TR & BRI TR HY F Fheud 2 |

o) "R LWL )
9 . *

- i Yadai

Welcome!
A oSt e bco el LONGo Qe £xplore Adi Vaani, whore your
= words find thelr tiibe. Our goal is to
Srade Td T

Ministry of Tritial Afaire ompow?r tribal communities by

Govisomnt of Inoa, Y praseving and promoting tribal
S R fangutges thirptgh Al=drivan
transiotio,

Select App Language
O 8T gol

28 (Hindl)
920232 (Sontol)
= 154] (Gonall)

ot (enil)

- - Continue
Adi YVaani oy
Al Troneioftor o Tnbol Longuond

#d&t (Mundari)

.8 s

e o amofl 39 TSI 9WRl &I f$iied a9 1, AR = AR gasiiidd & &
T wang &1 SUAIT BT B

® SHPBT ILYI FAR IARTS Pl UTSHT AR U STASITAT ATHIRI hl FIET HIAT 2 |
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Exclusive: For Census 2027, Home Ministry
seeks Rs 14,619 crore budget

Census 2027 India: Registrar General of India is learnt to be developing a website to manage the exercise and
monitor it in real time; caste data will also be captured electronically, say sources.

Population Census 2027 — A Digital Leap in
India’s Demographic Mapping

MAINS: GS2/ Polity and Governance. Source - IE

® The Registrar General of India (RGI) has sought a Rs 14,618.95-crore
budget to conduct the Census 2027, which will be the first “Digital
Census” and collect data on caste.

What is Census

® The Census is a process of systematic, official enumeration of a country’s
population, covering demographics (including age, sex and occupation),
social, and economic characteristics at a particular point in time.

® [t provides a comprehensive snapshot of the population and its living
conditions, serving as the primary source of data for planning,
policymaking, and governance.

® More than 35 lakh enumerators and supervisors will be deployed to
conduct the Census, which is over 30% higher (27 lakh) than the
functionaries deployed to conduct the Census in 2011.

Census in India

® Census of India, held every 10 years since 1872, is the world’s largest
administrative exercise.

® Conducted under the Census Act, 1948 and the Census Rules, 1990.

® [t is Carried out by the Office of the Registrar General and Census
Commissioner of India (RGCCI) under the Ministry of Home Affairs.

® As per Article 246 of the Indian Constitution, “Census” is a Union
subject (Entry 69, Union List, Seventh Schedule).
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® Census is not mandated by the Constitution, but is a statutory

requirement.

Phases of census enumeration

1. House-listing and Housing Census

Objective: To prepare a list of all houses, buildings, and households.

Data Collected: Type of building and material used; Ownership status
(owned/rented); Basic amenities (drinking water, electricity, sanitation, LPG,
internet, etc.); Household assets (vehicles, computers, etc.)

Outcome: Creates the frame for population enumeration; also provides socio-
economic indicators of living standards.

2. Population Enumeration

Objective: Actual counting of population and collection of demographic & socio-
economic details.

Data Collected: Age, sex, literacy, education; Religion, language, caste (SC/ST),
disability; Occupation, migration status, marital status, fertility, etc.

Outcome: Provides population totals and characteristics, which form the backbone
of policy planning.

3. Post-Enumeration Survey

Sometimes, special exercises are conducted to check accuracy and undercounting.

Historical Evolution of Census in India

e 1872 — First non-synchronous Census of India conducted (different regions at

different times).

e 1881 — First synchronous, all-India Census conducted under British Viceroy Lord
Ripon, and W.C. Plowden, the Census Commissioner of India, From here, Census

became a decennial exercise (every 10 years).

o

1881-1941 — Regular censuses conducted every decade (1881, 1891, 1901, 1911,
1921, 1931, 1941).

1921 Census: called the “Year of the Great Divide” as population growth rate
turned positive after a century of stagnation.

1931 Census: last Census with full caste enumeration.

1948 — Census Act enacted, providing legal framework and confidentiality of
personal data.

1951 Census — First Census of Independent India, launched by then President
Rajendra Prasad.
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O Since then, censuses have been conducted every decade: 1961, 1971, 1981, 1991,
2001, 2011.

Pre-independence censuses (1872-1941) were largely colonial administrative
exercises, meant for taxation and control. They included full-scale caste
enumeration, with the 1931 Census being the last comprehensive caste count
(except for SC/ST data).
Post-independence censuses (1951 onwards), conducted under the Census Act,
1948, became instruments of development and welfare. They deliberately moved away
from full caste enumeration, restricting data to SC/ST categories only, while focusing
on literacy, housing, migration, and socio-economic indicators for planning and
governance.

Census 2021

1.

It was to be the 16th Census of India and the 8th after Independence.
Originally scheduled for 2021, it got postponed indefinitely for the first
time in 140 years

. The primary reason stated for the delay was COVID-19 pandemic.

Nationwide lockdowns and health risks made large-scale field operations
impossible.

Further, Infrastructural delays to conduct digital census, concerns over
caste enumeration and demand for SECC, general elections in 2024 and
prioritizing governance focus towards economic recovery and welfare
distribution post-COVID also delayed the census.

Census 2027 — Key Features

First Digital Census in India

Transition to a digital-first framework with mobile apps, cloud-based systems, and
real-time monitoring tools.

Digital records will minimise errors and speed up compilation.

Introduction of Self-Enumeration

For the first time, households will be able to self-enumerate through a government
portal or mobile app.

After submission, households will receive a unique ID to be shown to the enumerator
during verification.

Digital Tools for Enumerators

Enumerators will use smartphones or handheld devices with a preloaded Census app.

Widespread smartphone penetration is expected to aid smooth adoption.
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Advanced Monitoring & Supervision

e A Census Management and Monitoring System (CMMS) will be launched. Its Key
features:

O Real-time dashboards for supervisors.

O Progress tracking of fieldwork.

O Instant resolution of field-level issues.

O Automated data quality checks.
Geo-Tagging of All Buildings
e For the first time, all Census houses will be geo-tagged.
o Integrated with satellite imagery, administrative boundaries, and built-up area maps.
e Enables accurate mapping of households and infrastructure.
Caste Enumeration
e First time since 1931 that detailed caste data (beyond SC/ST) will be collected.
e Expected to provide a comprehensive socio-economic profile of Indian society.
Timelines
e House listing operations: April-September 2026.

e Population enumeration: February 2027 nationwide; September 2026 in J&K,
Himachal Pradesh, and Uttarakhand.

Definitions Standardised

e Census House: A building or part of a building with a separate entrance, used for
residential or non-residential purposes.

e Household: A group of persons normally living together and sharing meals from a
common kitchen.

How Census 2027 Will Differ from the 2011 Census
Digital-First Approach
® 2011: Fully paper-based with manual entry and verification.

® 2027: First digital Census with self-enumeration, mobile apps, and real-time
monitoring.

GPS and Geofencing Integration
e 2011: Depended on physical maps, leading to gaps and overlaps.

® 2027: GPS tagging of households and geofencing to ensure complete, accurate
coverage.

29, Kailash Vihar, Behind St. Conrad's Inter College, Khandari, Agra (UP) Ph.-9720999654; 9219631474



CENTRE FOR AMBITION An Institution for Civil Service
Real-Time Error Detection

® 2011: Errors detected late during data compilation.

® 2027: Mobile alerts will flag inconsistencies such as unrealistic ages or household
sizes.

Standardised Digital Coding System
® 2011: Handwritten entries, inconsistent formats, and delays in processing.

® 2027: Pre-loaded drop-down menus for caste, language, and occupation with uniform
codes across the country.

Enhanced Data Quality and Timeliness

® 2011: Results delayed by years due to manual collation.

® 2027: Cloud-based processing with instant validation for faster release of results.

Caste Enumeration

® 2011: Only SC/ST categories recorded.

e 2027: Comprehensive caste data collection for all communities (first since 1931).
Challengeées to Census 2027

Digital Divide

e Areas with low internet penetration, poor connectivity, or digital illiteracy may be
disadvantaged.

Data Privacy & Security Concerns

® Strong privacy safeguards will be required to protect sensitive digital data.
Enumerator Preparedness

e Over 30 lakh enumerators will need digital training.

e Uneven familiarity with smartphones and tablets could slow down the process.
Caste Enumeration Complexities

® May trigger political, social, and administrative disputes.

e Harmonising lakhs of caste names into standard codes will be a huge challenge.
Impact on Governance

e Shifting focus from class-based or economic indicators to caste may dilute
development-oriented policymaking.

Coordination & Infrastructure

e Synchronising data collection across 30 crore households in real time will require
robust servers, handheld devices, and strong tech-support systems.
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Cost Factor

e Digital shift (devices, servers, cybersecurity, training) will significantly increase
expenditure compared to 2011.

Significance of Census 2027
Governance & Welfare
e [t will provide the updated base for schemes like PDS, MGNREGS, and PMAY.

e [t will guide resource allocation, subsidy distribution, and planning for health,
education, and infrastructure.

Urbanisation & Planning

e [t will capture migration, housing, sanitation, and disaster preparedness.

e [t will support sustainable urban development.

Political Processes

e [t will form the basis for electoral roll updates and the delimitation exercise after 2026.
e [t will enable the implementation of 33% women’s reservation in legislatures.

Social Justice

e [t will allow targeted policies for marginalised groups, migrants, and backward
communities through caste enumeration.

Digital & Global Relevance
e [t will strengthen Digital India and enable real-time monitoring.

e [t will help India track SDGs and NEP targets.

NHAI Signs Agreement to Implement India’s
First Multi-Lane Free Flow (MLFF) Tolling
System in Gujarat

India’s First Multi-Lane Free Flow (MLFF)
Tolling System in Gujarat

MAINS : GS3/Infrastructure Source - PIB

® The Indian Highways Management Company Limited (IHMCL) and ICICI
Bank have signed an agreement to implement India’s first comprehensive
Multi-Lane Free Flow (MLFF) tolling system at Choryasi Fee Plaza in
Gujarat on NH-48.
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Multi Lane Free Flow Tolling

® [t is a barrier-less tolling system that enables transactions through
reading of FASTag and Vehicle Registration Number (VRN) by High
performance RFID Readers and ANPR Cameras.

® It enables seamless toll collection without stopping vehicles at fee plazas,
reducing congestion and travel time leading to enhanced fuel efficiency
and lowering emissions.

e It will also contribute towards improving toll revenue collection and
creating a smarter, faster and more efficient National Highway network
across the country.

Ministry of Tribal Affairs to Launch the Beta Version of “Adi Vaani”

India’s First Al-Powered Translator for Tribal Languages

Beta Version_of “Adi Vaani”

MAINS:GS2-Governance Source- PIB

® The Ministry of Tribal Affairs has launched the beta version of “Adi
Vaani,” app.

About Adi Vaani

e It is an Al-powered translation tool designed to support a future large
language model for tribal languages.

® [t combines advanced technology with community efforts to protect and
revive tribal languages and cultures in India.

e [t is India’s first Al-powered translator for tribal languages which was
developed under Janjatiya Gaurav Varsh.

® Adi Vaani supports: Santali (Odisha), Bhili (Madhya Pradesh), Mundari
(Jharkhand), Gondi (Chhattisgarh)

® Additional languages including Kui and Garo are under development for
the next phase.

Importance

® India has 461 tribal languages, with 81 vulnerable and 42 critically
endangered due to limited documentation and transmission.
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® Adi Vaani uses Al to digitize, preserve, and revitalize these tribal
languages.

e It aims to bridge communication gaps and preserve endangered tribal
languages.
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