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Indian NGO ‘Educate Girls’ wins Ramon
Magsaysay Award: What is this honour

Prelims; Mains Ethics

e “Educate Girls” has become the first Indian organisation to win the
Ramon Magsaysay Award. This award widely considered as Asia’s
equivalent of the Nobel Prize.

e Two other individuals were also conferred with the award
Shaahina Ali from the Maldives- An environmental advocate and
diver who founded Parley Maldives to combat plastic pollution through
large-scale cleanup drives, recycling initiatives, and community
awareness campaigns.

e Flaviano Antonio L Villanueva from Philippines- A Catholic priest
who courageously stood against the violent anti-drug campaign under
former President Duterte. He founded the Arnold Janssen Kalinga
Center (AJKC) in 2015 to support the marginalized—including former
drug users—and led efforts to locate and provide dignified burials for
victims of extrajudicial killings.

e Over 300 organisations and individuals have been recognised over the

decades.
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Notable past Indian recipients include:

Arvind Kejriwal’s (former Delhi CM, 2006)
Ravish Kumar (journalist, 2019)

e Bezwada Wilson (activist, 2016)

Sonam Wangchuk (environmentalist, 2018)

About NGO ‘Educate Girls’

e The Foundation to Educate Girls Globally, also known as Educate Girls,
has become the first ever Indian organisation to receive the Ramon
Magsaysay Award.

e Founded in 2007 by Safeena Husain, a graduate of the London School
of Economics, Educate Girls was born out of a mission to tackle female
illiteracy in India. For this, Husain left her corporate career in San
Francisco and returned to India with a single-minded focus: to bring
every girl child into school.

e Through initiatives starting in Rajasthan and scaling to over 30,000
villages, the organization has successfully enrolled more than 2 million
girls and maintained high retention rates
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e Educate Girls was selected for its “commitment to addressing cultural

stereotyping through the education of girls and young women,
liberating them from the bondage of illiteracy and infusing them with
skills, courage, and agency to achieve their full human potential.”

e This recognition reflects the power of grassroots movements and

innovative education financing to enact long-lasting social change.

What is the Magsaysay Award?

e Launched in 1958, the Ramon Magsaysay Award, widely considered to
be Asia’s equivalent to the Nobel Prize, recognises outstanding
leadership and communitarian contributions in Asia.

e The award was set up in 1957 by trustees of the Rockefeller Brothers
Fund, created by the wealthy Rockefeller family in the United States,
and the Philippine government.

e The award is given out every year on August 31, on former Philippine
President Ramon Magsaysay’s birth anniversary.

e The RMAF board of trustees selects the winners following a
confidential nominations process and their investigation.

e The winners are presented with a certificate and a medallion with an
embossed image of Ramon Magsaysay facing right in profile. Both are
presented in a formal ceremony in Manila, Philippines, every

November of the same year.

Who Was Ramon Magsaysay?

e The life of Ramon del Fierro Magsaysay, the seventh President of the
Philippines, stands as a testament to the people’s ability to harness the
greatness of spirit.

e He was born on August 31, 1907, to a blacksmith father and a teacher

mother.
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e Magsaysay started as an automobile mechanic before being drafted into

the Pacific War (1941-1945) during World War II.

The Pacific War witnessed the Japanese occupation of the Philippines
and then a colony of the US for nearly four years, until the US formally
recognized the Philippines as an independent nation in 1946.

e As a guerrilla leader resisting the Japanese occupation, Magsaysay’s
bravery and leadership led to his appointment as a military governor.

e In 1946, he was clected under the Liberal Party to the Philippine House
of Representatives, serving two terms as a Congressman before being
appointed Secretary of National Defense in 1950.

e On December 30, 1953, he became President as the candidate of the
Nacionalista Party, the oldest political party in the Philippines.
e He was known as the “man of the people”, admired for honesty,

integrity, and accessible style of governance. His ideals of integrity,
people-centric governance, and service became the basis for the Ramon
Magsaysay Award (instituted in 1957).

e Tragically, only a few years into his presidency, Magsaysay died in an
air crash in 1957
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Question - Match the following 2025 Ramon Magsaysay Awardees with their

work areas:

Awardee Field of Work

1. Educate Girls a. Marine conservation

2. Villanueva b. Girls’ education & empowerment
3. Shaahina Ali c. Justice for drug war victims

Select the correct match:
A) 1-a, 2-b, 3-c B) 1-b, 2-c, 3-a
C) 1-c, 2-a, 3-b D) 1-b, 2-a, 3-c
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What are blue dragons, which have led to
beach closures in Spain?

Prelims (Species in the news)

e The beaches of Vivers in Guardamar del Segura, Santa Barbara beach in
La Linea de la Concepcion, and Famara beaches in Lanzarote — were
closed earlier this month after a tiny species of sea slug began to wash

ashore in droves.

e These were blue dragons — barely four centimetres long but capable of

delivering one of the most ferocious stings in the animal world.

What are blue dragons?
e Blue dragons (Glaucus atlantics) are a small type of sea slug that live on

the ocean surface, drifting with the currents.

e other sea slugs live on the seabed, blue dragons float upside down, like
when we float on our backs.

e They can do so by swallowing and maintaining an air bubble in the

stomach.
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e This adaptation enables blue dragons to camouflage with the blue

surface of the sea, while their white underside allows them to blend with
sunlight when observed from below.

e They feed on jellyfish and venomous siphonophores, incorporating
the stinging cells of their prey into finger-like appendages that protrude
from their bodies. This adaptation also provides blue dragons with a
potent defense mechanism against predators.

e A sting from a blue dragon can be extremely painful to humans and
cause redness, swelling, nausea, and vomiting. However, it cannot lead

to death.

What led to the arrival of blue dragons in Spain?

e Blue dragons occur in the warm tropical waters of the Pacific,
Atlantic, and Indian oceans. In recent years, they have been cited
farther afield, in countries such as Australia, South Africa, and the
United States.

e However, they have been rarely seen in the Mediterranean Sea.

e The blue dragons’ arrival could be linked to rising Mediterranean
temperatures, which brought more of their food sources, like the
Portuguese man o’ war, into the region.

e The Mediterranean Sea is one of the fastest-warming water bodies — at
the end of June, temperatures exceeded 28 degrees Celsius, with thermal

anomalies of five degrees.
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Question - With reference to Blue Dragons (Glaucus atlanticus), consider the

following statements:
1. They are a type of sea slug that floats on the ocean surface by
maintaining an air bubble in the stomach.
2. They feed on jellyfish and incorporate the stinging cells of their
prey into their own body.

3. Their sting can be fatal to humans.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1,2 and 3
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