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e Since the Taliban’s return to power in August 2021, Afghanistan has faced diplomatic isolation
and humanitarian distress. While most countries have not officially recognised the Taliban
regime, pragmatic engagement has continued. India too has maintained a calibrated approach
balancing between non-recognition of the Taliban and constructive engagement to protect its
strategic interests.
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International Context.
e The UN Security Council maintains sanctions against certain Taliban leaders and insists on the formation of an
inclusive government respecting human rights, especially women’s rights.
e The UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) continues its operations, focusing on humanitarian
coordination.
e Regional powers such as China, Russia, Iran, and Pakistan have hosted Taliban delegations, reflecting the
geopolitical competition for influence in Afghanistan.
o China recently appointed a full ambassador to Kabul, signalling deeper engagement driven by security
and resource interests.
o Pakistan remains a key backer but faces cross-border militancy and instability due to Taliban policies.
India’s Approach: Engagement Without Recognition
(a) No Formal Recognition: India does not recognise the Taliban regime as the legitimate government

of Afghanistan.

(b) Reopening of Embassy (2022)
¢ India had closed its Embassy in Kabul after the Taliban takeover.
¢ A small technical team was deployed in June 2022, tasked with:
o Coordinating humanitarian aid,
o Engaging on functional issues (trade, connectivity, infrastructure),
o Monitoring the security situation.
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(c) Humanitarian Assistance
¢ Humanitarian aid: Over 50,000 tonnes of wheat, medical supplies, vaccines, and winter relief materials.
¢ Educational support: Scholarships and online education programmes for Afghan students (especially

women).
e Aid delivered via UN agencies like WFP and UNAMA, not directly through the Taliban government.

(d) Development & Legacy Projects
¢ India safeguards its major investments worth over $3 billion in Afghanistan’s development:
o Salma Dam (Afghan-India Friendship Dam)
o Zaranj-Delaram Highway
o Afghan Parliament Building
o Power transmission lines, hospitals, and schools
e India’s focus is to preserve past achievements and maintain goodwill among Afghan citizens.

(e) Multilateral & Regional Engagement
e Moscow Format Talks, Heart of Asia — Istanbul Process
¢ India—Central Asia NSA meeting (2022) on terrorism and connectivity
¢ Coordination with UNAMA for humanitarian operations
¢ Collaboration with Iran and Central Asian states to promote connectivity via Chabahar Port and INSTC

3. Recent Development: Upgrade to Full Embassy
e In October 2025, External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar announced that India will upgrade

its technical mission in Kabul to a full-fledged Embassy. The decision came after his
meeting with Taliban Foreign Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi in New Delhi.

Rationale Behind the Move Indi2’s policy is.guided by strategic caution and realism. It

acknowledges:

¢ Security Concerns: Preventing Afghanistan from becoming a safe haven for groups like Lashkar-e-Taiba and
Jaish-e-Mohammed.

¢ Geopolitical Balancing: Countering Pakistan’s influence while managing relations with Russia, Iran, and
Central Asian states.

¢ Developmental Legacy: India has invested over $3 billion in Afghanistan in infrastructure, education, health,
and governance projects — from the Salma Dam to the Afghan Parliament Building.

e Humanitarian Diplomacy: India’s outreach through humanitarian aid helps preserve its image as a benevolent
power.

India hosted the India-Central Asia NSA meeting and participated in regional dialogues (like the Moscow Format)
to discuss stability and counterterrorism in Afghanistan. However, India refrains from legitimising the Taliban regime
until there is inclusive governance and respect for women’s rights.

4. Broader Foreign Policy Context
e India’s Afghanistan policy reflects its “principled pragmatism” — balancing moral
commitments (human rights, democracy) with realpolitik (security, regional stability).

e It also aligns with India’s doctrine of strategic autonomy, enabling independent engagement
without external pressure.

View from New Delhi: A Pragmatic Compromise
India’s engagement can be seen as a “de facto recognition without de jure recognition.”
This approach allows:

¢ Continuation of contact with Taliban officials for practical issues.

e Support to Afghan people through aid and infrastructure.
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e Maintenance of a diplomatic foothold without compromising principles.
It reflects India’s foreign policy ethos of strategic autonomy, balancing ideals (support for democracy and human
rights) with practical interests (regional stability and security).

Organised Crime: Nature, Challenges, and India’s Response

Organised crime refers to criminal activities that are systematically coordinated, structured, and continuous, carried
out by groups or syndicates with the objective of illegal profit and power.

UN Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (UNTOC, 2000):

“A structured group of three or more persons existing for a period of time and acting in concert with the aim of
committing one or more serious crimes to obtain, directly or indirectly, a financial or other material benefit

National Security Council Secretariat (NSCS)'defines it as:

“Continuing unlawful activity by an organised group or syndicate, using violence, threat, corruption, or other means to
obtain financial or material gains.”

Key Characteristics of Organised Crime

Continuity: Crimes are not isolated acts but part of long-term operations.

Hierarchy: A clear command structure with top leadership, middle managers, and field operatives.
Profit Orientation: Primary motive is economic gain, not ideology.

Use of Violence & Intimidation: Coercion ensures discipline and control.

Corruption & Influence: Bribery and infiltration into politics, bureaucracy, and police.

Secrecy & Discipline: Strict codes of silence and loyalty.

Use of Modern Technology: Cyber tools, encrypted communication, and cross-border networks.
Transnational Operations: Cross-border smuggling, trafficking, and money laundering.

Major Forms of Organised Crime

Drug Trafficking

Arms Trafficking

Human Trafficking

Money Laundering

Counterfeit Currency

Cyber Crime Syndicates

Organised Extortion, Contract Killings, and Land Mafia
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Legal and Institutional Framework in India

Law / Institution Purpose

General provisions for conspiracy, organised violence,

Indian Penal Code (IPC) extortion. efc

Enh inst h trafficki d
Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2013 nhanced - powers  against human - trafficking an
organised sexual exploitation.

tic D Psychotropi t DP
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Controls and punishes drug trafficking and related crimes.

Act, 1985
Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA), 2002 Tracks and confiscates illegally earned assets.
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA), 1967 Deals with terror-related organised networks.
NIA i tigates inter-stat d tr ti 1 ised
National Investigation Agency (NIA) Act, 2008 . fvestigates Inier-siate and fransnationat organise
crimes.
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) Handles interstate and white-collar crime syndicates.

ised Betti Match Fixi
Organised Crime Acts by States: Organised Betting & Match Fixing

Organized Crime—Terrorism Nexus

e Shared Resources: Common routes for smuggling arms, drugs, and counterfeit currency.

¢ Funding Linkages: Terror groups often rely on organised crime for financing.

¢ Operational Collaboration: Criminal syndicates provide logistics, safe houses, and forged documents.
Legal and Institutional Framework in India

o Maharashtra Control of Organised Crime Act (MCOCA), 1999

e Karnataka Control of Organised Crime Act (KCOCA), 2000
o Gujarat Control of Terrorism and Organised Crime Act (GCTOC), 20135 |
International Cooperation

1. UN Conventions: UNTOC (Palermo Convention, 2000); UN Convention Against Corruption (UNCAC,
2003)

2. Bilateral Agreements: Extradition treaties and Mutual Legal Assistance Treaties (MLATs) with several
countries.

3. Interpol & Financial Intelligence Units: India’s FIU-IND and Interpol Red Notices assist in tracking
fugitives and money trails.

4. FATF (Financial Action Task Force): India complies with FATF recommendations to counter money
laundering and terror financing.

Maharashtra Control of Organised Crime Act (MCOCA), 1999

e Enacted by the Government of Maharashtra in 1999 to combat the rising influence of Mumbai underworld
gangs, extortion rackets, and Dawood Ibrahim’s network.

e MCOCA was later extended to Delhi (2002) and adopted in modified forms by other states.

e The law aims to deter and dismantle organised crime syndicates by targeting their financial, operational, and
structural foundations.

Institutional & Procedural Features

e Special Courts: Exclusive courts for speedy trial of MCOCA cases.

e Approval & Sanction: Police Commissioner approval and State Government sanction required before case
registration.

o Extended Powers of Interception: Telephone and electronic surveillance allowed for evidence collection.

¢ Confiscation of Property: Assets derived from organised crime can be seized and forfeited.
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e Presumption of Guilt: Courts can presume guilt from property possession or syndicate participation unless

disproven.

¢ Witness Protection & Identity Concealment: Courts can conceal identities to prevent intimidation.
Punishments

e Minimum Imprisonment: 5 years

¢ Maximum: Life imprisonment or death penalty (in cases resulting in death)

e Additional Penalties: Heavy fines and property forfeiture
Notable Applications

e Extensively used in Mumbai underworld cases (e.g., Chhota Rajan, Dawood Ibrahim network).

e Applied in terror-linked cases before NIA/UAPA jurisdiction.

¢ Extended to Delhi Police to curb organised extortion and gang violence.

29, Kailash Vihar, Behind St. Conrad's Inter College, Khandari, Agra (UP) Ph.-9720999654; 9219631474



