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g United Nations Security Council (UNSC)

¢ Established - 1945 (New York)
+ Role - One of the six principal organs of the UN, tasked with maintaining international peace and security.
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Composition 2

¢ Total Members -@ t .
¢ Permanent Members -9 — v RN -
USA UK Russia China France

¢ Temporary Members @ Elected by the UN General Assembly for a two-year term.
« Recent elections (June 2024) included Panama, Pakistan, Denmark, Greece, and Somalia.

¢ Current Other Temporary Members - Algeria, Sierra Leone, Guyana, South Korea, Slovenia.

@ ¢ India has served as a temporary member oneoccasions.
' < Voting - Each member has one vote.
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UNSC Resolution 2803 (2025) Endorsing the Trump Gaza Plan

e On 17 November 2025, the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) adopted
Resolution 2803 (2025) endorsing U.S. President Donald Trump’s
“Comprehensive Plan to End the Gaza Conflict”, popularly known as the Trump
Gaza Plan or the 20-Point Plan.

e The resolution passed with 13 votes in favour, none against, while China and
Russia abstained.

e This marks a major shift in the global approach to the Gaza conflict, which has
continued since Hamas’s attack on Israel in October 2023.

UN SECUﬁITY COUNCIL ADOPTS US RESI]LUTIUN
ON TRUMP'S GAZA PLAN

Understanding the Trump Gaza Plan
e President Trump unveiled the 20-point peace framework on 29 September 2025,
proposing a structured transition of Gaza from a prolonged conflict zone to a
“deradicalized, terror-free territory” under phased international supervision.
1. Phase I: Ceasefire and Hostage Agreement
e A ceasefire was implemented in early October 2025.
e Hamas released hostages in exchange for Palestinian detainees.
e Partial withdrawal of Israeli Defense Forces (IDF) from Gaza.
2. Later Phases: Governance, Security & Reconstruction
e Complete demilitarization of Gaza.
e Setting up transitional governance.
e Reconstruction of critical infrastructure such as electricity, water systems,
hospitals, and schools under international monitoring.
e Creation of a Special Economic Zone to attract investment and create jobs.
e A temporary technocratic Palestinian administration supported by vetted local
personnel.
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Strong regional involvement, especially neighbouring Arab states, for security, aid
delivery, and long-term stabilization.

Board of Peace (BoP)
UNSC Resolution 2803 welcomes the establishment of the Board of Peace (BoP) as the
transitional administration for Gaza.

Chaired by President Trump.

Mandate valid until December 2027.

Coordinates reconstruction, economic recovery, and institutional reforms.
Supervises a technocratic Palestinian committee for day-to-day administration.
The World Bank has been requested to create a donor-governed trust fund for
Gaza’s redevelopment.

International Stabilization Force (ISF)
The resolution authorises the BoP to raise a temporary International Stabilization
Force, not a UN peacekeeping operation but requiring UN legitimacy.

Mandate of the ISF

Stabilise the security environment.

Protect civilians and ensure humanitarian access.

Support demilitarisation, dismantling armed groups’ infrastructure.

Train vetted Palestinian police units.

Potential contributors include Azerbaijan, Egypt, Indonesia, Qatar, and Turkey
(though Israel objects to Turkey’s role).

First deployments likely by January 2026.

Stakeholder Responses
1. Hamas: Opposes any form of international administration or trusteeship. Argues

ISF’s disarmament mandate is biased, stripping it of neutrality.
Israel: Israel supports demilitarization but has reservations regarding governance
language.

. Arab States : Support the resolution diplomatically. The UAE refuses troop

deployment without a clearer legal framework.

United Nations Security Council (UNSC)

The United Nations Security Council (UNSC), established in 1945 under the UN Charter, is one
of the six principal organs of the United Nations. It holds primary responsibility for maintaining
international peace and security, making it the most powerful decision-making body within the UN
system.

UNSC decisions are binding on all UN member states, unlike those of the General Assembly.

Composition and Membership

Total Members: 15
1. Permanent Members (P5)

o China, France, Russia, the United Kingdom, the United States
o Possess the veto power, allowing any one of them to block a substantive resolution.

2. Non-permanent Members (10)
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o Elected by the UN General Assembly for a two-year term.
o Elections are held annually via secret ballot; require a two-thirds majority, even for
unopposed candidates.

o Regional allocation:
= Africa + Asia: 5 seats
= Eastern Europe: 1 seat
= Latin America & Caribbean: 2 seats
=  Western Europe & Others (WEOG): 2 seats

* United Nations Security Council (UNSC)

o Established - 1945 (New York)
+ Role - One of the six principal organs of the UN, tasked with maintaining international peace and security.

Presidency
« Rotates monthly among all 15 members.
o The President decides the agenda, chairs meetings, and issues statements.

Composntlon

+ Total Members - @

N A
+ Permanent Members 9 — A S .

USA Russia China France
¢ Temporary Members @ Elected by the UN General Assembly for a two-year term.
¢ Recent elections (June 2024) included Panama, Pakistan, Denmark, Greece, and Somalia.

¢ Current Other Temporary Members - Algeria, Sierra Leone, Guyana, South Korea, Slovenia.

~  India has served as a temporary member oneoccasions.

+ Voting - Each member has one vote.

Historical Evolution of Membership

o 1945:
o UN had 51 members.
o UNSC had 11 members (5 permanent + 6 non-permanent).

e 1965 Reform:
o UNSC expanded to 15 members by increasing non-permanent seats from 6 to 10.
o Current composition persists since then.

e Present:
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o UN has 193 member-states, but UNSC still has only 15 (less than 8% of total membership).
Powers and Functions of the UNSC
Under the UN Charter, the UNSC can:
o Determine threats to peace or acts of aggression.
o Recommend peaceful settlement of disputes.
« Impose sanctions (economic, travel bans, arms embargoes).
« Authorise military action or peacekeeping missions.
« Approve mandates of special committees (e.g., Counter-Terrorism Committee).
UNSC Voting Procedure
The United Nations Security Council follows a distinct voting system based on whether an agenda item
is classified as a procedural or substantive matter. The classification itself is critical because it determines
the role of the veto power.
1. Procedural Matters
Procedural matters deal with how the Council functions. Examples include:
e Adoption of the agenda
o Calling meetings, deciding the order of business
« Inviting non-members or experts to participate in discussions
e Referring issues to subsidiary bodies
e Requires 9 out of 15 votes.
2. Substantive Matters
These are issues that deal with the actual decision-making of the Council in matters of peace and security.
Examples include:
e Imposing sanctions
o Authorising peacekeeping or military action
o Declaring a threat to peace under Chapter VI
e Admission of new UN members
e Passing resolutions on conflicts, interventions, or mandates
e Requires 9 votes, including the concurring votes of all P5 members.
e This means any one permanent member can veto the decision.
Who Decides Whether an Issue Is Procedural or Substantive? — The Double Veto
This is where the “double veto” or “two-stage veto” becomes relevant.
o When there is disagreement on whether a matter is procedural or substantive, the classification itself
is put to a vote.
e This classification vote is treated as a substantive matter, meaning:
o Italso requires 9 votes + no P5 veto.
o Therefore, a permanent member can veto the decision to classify something as procedural.
e A P5 member can first veto the classification (stage 1) and then later veto the resolution itself (stage
2).
« This gives the P5 the ability to effectively control the entire decision-making process.
Thus, the “double veto” means:
1. Veto to decide whether the issue is substantive or procedural, and
2. Veto on the substantive vote itself.
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Why India Deserves a Permanent Seat
e World’s largest democracy.
« Fifth-largest economy, major global power.
e 43 peacekeeping missions—one of the largest troop contributors.
« Significant role in drafting the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR).
e Represents 1/6th of humanity, major regional stabiliser.
e Strong record in humanitarian aid, climate leadership, and counter-terrorism.
Issues and Criticisms of the UNSC

1. Troubling Role of P5 and the Veto
o Veto makes P5 "more equal™ than other 188 states.
o Used frequently to block global action.
o Examples:
o Russia vetoing resolutions on Ukraine, Syria, North Korea.
o US vetoes on Israel-related resolutions.
o Leads to policy paralysis during humanitarian crises.

2. Doesn’t Reflect Today’s Geopolitics
o Reflects 1945 world order, not the 21st century.
o Under-representation of:
o Africa (55 countries, no permanent seat)
o Latin America
o Asia (only China is a P5 member)
« Emerging powers like India, Brazil, Germany, and Japan remain outside.
3. Obstacles to UNSC Reform
o Amending the UN Charter requires:
o Two-thirds majority in UNGA (129/193).
o No P5 opposition (P5 can veto reform itself).
o Divergent member-state positions.
Key Negotiating Groups in UNSC Reform
1. G4 Group
e Brazil, Germany, India, Japan.
e Support each other’s bids for permanent membership.
« Advocate representation for Africa.
2. L.69 Group
o Group of developing countries (Africa, Latin America, Asia, SIDS).
« Demand expansion in both permanent and non-permanent seats.
e Focus on equitable representation.
3. Uniting for Consensus (UfC) / Coffee Club
« Includes Italy, Pakistan, Spain, South Korea, Argentina, Canada, etc.
o Opposes adding new permanent members.
e Supports only increasing non-permanent seats.
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e Motivated by regional rivalries:
o Pakistan opposes India.
o ltaly opposes Germany.
o Argentina opposes Brazil.
Why UNSC Reform is Necessary
o Lack of representativeness undermines legitimacy.
o Developing countries excluded from global decision-making.
« UN cannot address modern challenges effectively if institutions reflect post-WW!11 realities.
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