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National Investigation Agency (NIA)

Syllabus: GS3/ Security Agencies

Context

In 2025, the NIA achieved a conviction rate of over 92%, secured the extradition of 26/11
accused Tahawwur Rana, and intensified its crackdown on terrorism and organised crime
across the country.

National Investigation Agency (NIA)

Established under: NIA Act, 2008 after 26/11 Mumbai attacks.
Function: Central counter-terrorism law enforcement agency.
Mandate: Investigates offences affecting India’s sovereignty, security, international treaties,
etc.
NIA (Amendment) Act, 2019:
o Jurisdiction extended: Can investigate scheduled offences committed outside India
involving Indian citizens/interests.
o Expanded mandate: Covers offences under Explosive Substances Act, 1908 Human
Trafficking, Cyber Terrorism Arms Act, 1959.
Headquarters: New Delhi
Special Courts: Total NIA Special Courts: 51
o Exclusive NIA Courts: 2 (Ranchi & Jammu).
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National Technology Readiness Assessment Framework (NTRAF)

Syllabus: GS3/Science and Technology

In News

Recently, Principal Scientific Adviser (PSA) to the Government of India launched
the National Technology Readiness Assessment Framework (NTRAF).

NTRAF

The National Technology Readiness Assessment Framework (NTRAF) is a standardised,
objective framework to assess the maturity of technologies from early laboratory research to
full commercial deployment using 9 Technology Readiness Levels (TRLs).

It aims to serve as the operational backbone for various R&D funds launched under National

Missions.

Key Features of the Framework

Global Best Practices: Adapted from global standards (such as NASA) but tailored to the
specific needs of the Indian R&D ecosystem.

Objectivity over Subjectivity: Replaces qualitative estimation with a structured, evidence-
based checklist for every stage of development.

Sector-Specific Nuances: Includes specialised annexures for distinct sectors like Healthcare
& Pharmaceuticals and Software, acknowledging that development pathways differ across
domains.

Self-Assessment Tool: Empowers Project Investigators to realistically gauge their standing
and identify technical gaps before seeking funding.
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Farmer Suicides in India: 28 Years of Data

Syllabus: GS3/Agriculture

Context

e According to National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) data, the period between 1995 and
2023 saw over 3.9 lakh farmer and agricultural laborer suicides in India.
o Maharashtra, Karnataka, @ Andhra Pradesh, @ Madhya Pradesh, and
Telangana together accounted for over 70% of all suicides.

About

e After a decade of gradual decline, 2023 saw a 75% increase in farmer suicides compared to
2022, totaling 10,786 deaths.
o Of these, 6,096 were agricultural labourers, overtaking cultivators (4,690 deaths) for
the first time.
e It underscores deeper rural distress, labourers suffer from wage insecurity, seasonal
unemployment, rising food prices, and limited social protection, leaving them especially
vulnerable to economic shocks.

Root Causes of Farmer Suicides in India

e Indebtedness and Credit Crisis: Over 11,000 farmer suicides annually are linked to unpaid
debts, often from private moneylenders charging 24-60% annual interest.
o Many farmers are trapped in cycles of debt due to high input costs, crop failures, and
lack of institutional credit.
o Institutional credit remains inaccessible for smallholders.
e Crop Failures & Climate Stress: Erratic monsoons, prolonged droughts, and pest attacks
have caused repeated crop failures.
o Maharashtra, Telangana, and Madhya Pradesh are hotspots due to climate-induced
yield collapse.
e Input Cost Inflation: Rising costs of fertilizers, seeds, and diesel have outpaced the
Minimum Support Price (MSP).
o Farmers investing ¥20,000—-%30,000 per acre often recover less than half.
e Market Distortions & Price Volatility: Absence of assured procurement, dependence on
middlemen, and market glut for perishable crops push prices below production cost.
e Institutional Failure & Delayed Compensation: Compensation schemes (PMFBY, Kisan
Credit Cards) often face delays or mismanagement, leading to despair post-harvest losses.
e Socio-Psychological Factors: Long-term debt, lack of social security, and cultural stigma
around bankruptcy trigger mental health issues among farmers.
e Land Fragmentation and Low Productivity: 85% of holdings are under 2 hectares, making
them economically unviable for mechanization or irrigation investment.
e Policy Gaps: Inadequate implementation of support schemes, lack of crop insurance
penetration, and insufficient procurement at Minimum Support Prices (MSP) have left

farmers vulnerable.
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o India’s rural distress is a crisis of structural inequality, policy neglect, and market

vulnerability along with the crop failure or debt, that demands long-term systemic
change rather than temporary fixes.

Regional Concentration of Agrarian Distress

e Southern and Western India account for 72.5% of all farmer suicides recorded since 1995.
o Andhra Pradesh and Telangana together have reported over 170,000 suicides during
this period.
o After Telangana’s creation in 2014, the new state quickly emerged as a high-crisis
zone, inheriting the most vulnerable cotton-growing districts.
e Madhya Pradesh ranks among the top contributors, highlighting that agrarian distress
transcends regional boundaries.

Key Government Efforts to Prevent Farmer Suicides

e Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY): Aims to reduce financial distress and
dependency on informal credit.
o Covers losses due to natural calamities, pests, and diseases.
e Kisan Credit Card (KCC) Scheme: Offers short-term credit to farmers at subsidized interest
rates.
o Helps reduce reliance on high-interest informal loans, a major factor in farmer
indebtedness.
e Pradhan Mantri Kisan Sammman Nidhi (PM-KISAN): Provides direct income support of
6,000 per year to small and marginal farmers.
o Intended to supplement income and ensure basic financial security.
e National Suicide Prevention Strategy (2022): India’s first comprehensive suicide prevention
policy, aiming to reduce suicide mortality by 10% by 2030.
o Includes rural mental health outreach through programs like:
= Tele-MANAS: A 24/7 tele-mental health helpline.
= District Mental Health Programme (DMHP): Offers community-based
mental health services.
= Manodarpan: Focuses on adolescent mental health and school-based
counseling.
o Legal and Policy Frameworks:
= Mental Healthcare Act, 2017: Decriminalizes suicide and mandates mental
health care access.
= Health Policy 2014: Recognizes mental health as a critical component of public
health.
e State-Level Interventions:
o Maharashtra: Special packages for distressed farmers, loan waivers, and counseling
centers.
o Andhra Pradesh & Telangana: Focused studies and policy reforms to address

regional agrarian crises.
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MGNREGA and the Period of Relief

e From 2010 to 2019, farmer suicides declined significantly across multiple states.

e The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) was
pivotal in this turnaround, providing wage security during droughts and non-farming
seasons.

e Other measures like expanded crop insurance and debt relief schemes helped stabilize rural
incomes.

o Kerala saw suicides fall from 1,118 (2005) to 105 (2014).
o West Bengal reported zero suicides by 2012.
o Madhya Pradesh experienced a sustained reduction after years of crisis.

Way Forward

e Institutional Credit Access: Strengthening rural banking and reducing dependence on
informal lenders.

e Legal Backing for MSP: As recommended by the Supreme Court panel, legally guaranteeing
MSP could provide a safety net for farmers.

e Mental Health Support: Expanding rural mental health services and destigmatizing mental
illness.

e Climate-Resilient Agriculture: Promoting sustainable practices and crop diversification to

mitigate climate risks.

TP TRl deuedT Hedish ST (TTEITRTU®%)

UTeTeRH: FeT 3/ ik denfaet

gaTERE |
e T T H, YRT WHR & FYM AT TaledR (NLEQ) 3 @ Weiieh aorar Jeaisd adr
(TTENARYYS) il fpar & |
GAEIIRYH
o U WRNFIH TORaT Hedich- el (TASISTRUTE) Teh HIFhighd , a&d-y aar g fSigenr 3uanT urfves
YARTRITEAT STHLHT & Aeh guf arfoifcdies a1t des WifTiiehal <t aRuesar ol 3Teher o A & forg 9 iRt
TOLAT TR (SN T SUANT fmar STrar g |
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o IUF I Y fA=Fl & ded = forq 714 faf= sy wa faera fAfe=t & fog uares sar s wa o

T BATE |
ThHges Tt T faRivarg
o 3y watww ugfadt : A At (S 1@ @ rgahicd, AfeT TR SraaT O foema aiRfeafad do
&t fafRIy eTaxaesdrell & o1 |
o AfFIUTHAT T SHTE TEIAFAT: [FHTE & Tde TR0T & folg uas T=fea, areg- smenia Jesferee & 91 onees
ST ot ufaenfud ST g |

o gd-fafRiy srdiferar: sod wrea a1 3R wHTEthed U7 AideaaR SId ST T- 37l &dl & fog faRy aRkfKy
e €, ge A g o faemme & v fafe et A = aa €1

o TT-HTIIH SUHIUT: Tg URAISHT STATh! ohl I U hid & Ugad 310+ {3 o1 Femeiare) stepe sher 3R
Aehteh! HAAT &Y g e H T&TH a1 8 |

TP ST TSiEt (TA3TEY)

qISTeRH: SITQH3/ G TSifeat
o= A
e 2025 H, TASMRY A 92% T 1f¥a &t gufafg gz aifae &Y, 26/11 & IR dgegr Ton a1 yador giafea
fopar 3R 3 WX A 2Tdehdlg 3 WfSd 3TURTY UR 379! hRaTs af e o |
A ST ST (T=1E0)
e 26/11 HaE gHel & 91g TASNEY ATAFTH, 2008 & dd &J1fud |
o  H: FEM AAHATG- R FHIA o= Toig! |
o gIEE: RA hl YU, Y&, R GfSt 3nfg ol woifad e aret STuRTsl Y Siie AT |
T (T=nyE) tfafaaH, 2019:
o AfYFER §a & fFER: wRA & aTex fFY 1Y A Ture 6 Siier o gahar ¢ SH TR
anTRes/fea =fae et |
o faeafa Saewn: g fGukles ugrd aifafaan, 1908, AFa d&rdl, ArgsR 3Mdehdlg 3R <&
arfafaam, 1959 & Siaria e a1t STURTY =fHer € |
o TETAH: 713 foeei!
. ﬁﬁqw;gﬁrmaﬁqﬁ@ww:m
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o fORY TSy =mETera: 2 (I TR 5H) |

WA # el &l 3TTcAgeaTy: 28 aui & ifehe

UTGIshH: HelT 3/
Tar |
o PN FAURIY IfHAW ST (TAHIARSN) 3 37hel b IR , 1995 § 2023 & &g WRA H 3.9 A1E ¥ 31f4ah
foraT 3R Y ASTgy STeeT & ATHA WA 1Y |
o HERTY, FAICH, MY UK, AT UGN TR dAerm=n & Henee goft gt § 4 70% 9 ifdw
TeATq gt i 7T |
FIRH
o U GRI& &l hiHh NRIES & 91G, 2023 # gl &l gt # 2022 &l g1 # 75% @ afg &t 71,
fSre@ %1 10,786 A &% |
o TAH ¥ 6,096 B ASIg A , fSiEi Ugel a1 fopam =t (4,690 Hid ) Hit T &l I Sie f@n |
o ug UMY el H ST 1R Uehe ol J@ifehd hear 85 HHE a9 TR, HEgH SASHI, St @i
Fiar 3tk e arnfere gran @ it €, Sed 3 anfdies ges! & ufd ey v & gag =i e sa €
WRA H fRam=l &l STrHgareti & He FIRoT
o ol 3R BT Gehe: AfdaW 11,000 T 1 fFAT ATHSATE THET BN D St € , ST 3T st Argeprr
ST 24-60% dlftes a1 g2 92 fAg Sird € |
o I ZAYS AN, HEd WS gl 3T YR 50T et THHI & FHRUT e [hAT ol & godsh § hi STt
2
o B fhaml & fag TeamTd 6ot e19ft ot grim AT gam € |
o ThUE W T R STerarg a-ra: fafia AFgH, o  gHa e @ 3R el & gHel & BT IR -IR Haa
TR SN2 |
o STAarg UREd & R B dgaR J 9 fTRTae & gaa Aermy, AT 37k 799 Uo=T U@ TaTfad
FAE |
o 3IAYE ANTA HEIERITA: ITH!, STl 37X SoTet &t It AN gAaH gHY" Jed (TAHYT) & et 1few & 78
2l

o wufd T@s 20,000 & 30,000 U ol FEw A ITa fRAT TR Tt IUST &1 219 T ot e flean
agel UTd 2 |

o SR A fafaat ofix Hwe # sifedrar: gifaa wdig &t &, faeifedt w2 Feikar sfiv Amam wat H 9=
T A Sendr HHdl &l SATGT AFTT & = Yehel Sal © |

o FEITTA fAwerar iR fRAerfaa gemast : genast ARl (faagwdars, fram #ite ) 7 stz 38 ar
FUGEA Il &, [EE wae HelE & 91g g ardl FhdT o HRUT AR 37 SR 3+ gkt € |

o HHISIH-AIASIh R : IHohlcieh 0T, TGS &l 6t HHl 3Tk fEanferam & S8 witsiis wes
et & ATfdes e gaeEnel B ST 3d € |

o WA I fAETe 3R & IATGHAT: 85% SId 2 2aedX ¥ +H 8, fSwd F wA=i+ieor a1 faens faw & fog
3Tfees &9 & 3reuaer el Sl ¢ |

o iforTa wfEE: gemd ATl & TyaE wEfaad, HEA ST Al STt Ugd iR gAdH gHY Hed
(THTE) W sTqate WG J fral @ srgRfaa s figar 2 |
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o XA Ht UTHIUT Yehe ht &Y GraTees SITHTET, ifaiTa U 3K ISR 6 SHSRT & 9r-arey
U Y fatherd AT oot T Uehe & , fSiEes folq STerRit et & a1 Sreeiieies Yo gRead
& a2 |
e 1995 ¥ 3719 ek goi <l 7S T fhaT et H# & 72.5% TTeedy gfgor ik affm wRa A g € |
o 3T Al P G T U AR AT & FAATHL 170,000 T 31fUh rreAgreit & g1 fFeit g |
o 2014 H AT & TS & &1, T IS doit T Uk I=T he &d & €9 H IR, Rilfeh I8 I I
I gad agARite fore fagaa J faa |
o HY UG =Y ANTgHEaretl H YMAR €, ST 3§ 91 Pl ISR T ¢ foh BT Tohe &g G a W e |
foraTal &l sTTg TSl il U & Y TR & THE U™
o UYUHA HTA SHAT AT (NTATHEETE): UH 3T G Gehe TR SIS 60T U fF9far &t &H
HATR |
o TUH UTHiIH ugieT, diel ofiR AR & HRoT 2 et JehaT A € |
o forar hfee wre (SFEHEY) Fisrr: fHarE! o R sursT g3 U 3Teqsiicie spuT UG &al g |
o 3T [l % Fol H ga ol Yok T HROT A ST dTel 3o TST g2 aTdl STHI9aTes 0T U fefzar
FHH A | HAgg Fedt 8 1
e UYTHe foram gw T fAfY (Naa-fram): ag sie ofik diaid feeam @t &1 ufd a9 26,000 & el 319 Jer-dl
UGH HAT 2 |
o TP IR I H gfg e 3k gfard) g grem gRfEa s @ |
e YT ATHTAT AHATH LTI (2022): RA hl Ugell SIS ITHSAT UHATH I, fSiaent d7eg 2030 d
SMHSAT T B dTelt Hg G2 bl 10% T HH HLATE |
o ZEH UMHUT dl H At e Y STl shreshd UMiaed € , Sid foh:
= S-AEE: TP 24/7 Sell-AA0 W@y geddrs |
xS Afae @ s (SITATEd): THg™ ARG AHGes W@ Ya1g Ueie el & |
= FAIGUUT: fHRIRT & ATEe ey iR e - maia Wkt R SHfga €|
o mﬁfﬁ&)ﬁfﬁ'ﬁl”ﬁﬁ%
s Al @R @A ATAATH, 2017: MHSAT &l UAY 6l Joft T FgL Ll g 3N
AT e @I Teh Ugd ol STfAar amar 2 |
= @R AT 2014: AFEE WrEd F GrasiHe W H U Hedqul 98 AT ¢ |
o ISH WHIY TEQT:
o WERTY: Yheudd fhamt & forg oy 8561, %01 ATh! ok W™t &g |
o IIY U TR ASHTAT: Sefier BT Yehe! & YA &g Higd T SR fara gur |
THSITTASTRSSIY 3T Ied &t eafsr
e 2010 ¥ 2019 A , HS ISl H fharEl Y A= H Sca@-1g it 3 2 |
o U IGATE H AGIAT TN IFT UTHIOT TSR MREY Siff e (THSNTASIRESIY) Sl Agcayqot Jffe @, foran
& 3TR TR-pf Aigst & g Aoigdt 6t grem agi- i |
o O AT & faEAR 271 BT Tga AieTredt SY 317 Ul ¥ Uror 31 &) f& &6 & Agg 6 |
o HTA H JTHEATST hl AT 2005 A 1,118 & I 2014 & 105 A 7TE |
o UfYA ST A 2012 Tk ATHEAT T Uk ¥ ATHAT g1 ! fesar 7ram o1 |
o A USRT H Il o Yehe & d1G e IAIR HHT & 718 |
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o YN BT Th UEH: UTHIUT SfHIT ol AT HEAT 3T STIR FBUTGIATaT U fHar ol & T |

o THTHU & fAQ 1t GHAT: A FHIS 99 6l fAHIRE & SR, TIYET! & -t €9 & 7S 33 4 foram
! e Had (i gahaT 8 |

o HIFIGS WA EHEAT: UTHIVT &l H At e darsil & fGer T 7 Afaess SEil & S el ol
R BT

o STerarg-ufaiet HiS: Sterarg SfEHT ol &0 Fed & fog feamrs uarsit o7k wae fafa<ieor ot sgrar 37|
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