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Euthanasia and the Right to Die with Dignity in India
IR A TOTHG R T & T 7 T IfIh1

Zo0Td & 1Y AL T AUHR 26 [Tgid o gamn ¢ & 719k €9 @ Hiar ot
i 37T fRfeit 3 et et R STreTet gt =nfey, S ag ag e off
Tl & fo 3% foharell g6, 3Tk dehelivh @e-1t @ | g8mfeian, fSigen Haere §

“ 3Teeht Hid,” 39 SIfUHR o U T Yok 3TgH I & |

ga1-9 (Euthanasia) & 9&R

Tieha :Sfa T e 3 (AT STHgETa HiE foFa e (S 9Tae gar
&) |

fAfeRg :Sitar Tere U (dfcdrer, hifen ega anfe) germT a1 = @,
Ifeh e Heg & & |

WA & ST e

Q. 3TTUI JTHERT HIHEAT (2011):
I e ot (TR o IRt gfies tae (Persistent
Vegetative State) aret AtsT o forg fAfsra gan-7eg &t srAfd 3
T2

3. A IS §H WRA 99 (2018) 9= rTer™ A Fgl
TG 21 (S &1 NfeR) & “TIRAT & a19 77 1 AfIR”
ff A |
3g fAfSra gar-1eg 1 a9 foRar ofiR fafa7 fer (Living Will) &
srAfa §—foraH safet s sifom wwa 6t e = e
g gear g |
ZH foparage =anfie 3R Rifescadhta wdaemor & g |

3. T U AIHAT (2024):59F R % Ryles Tube S TR-SieH-
&1 SUHUT bl Gl g T&7eh HUTTeit geT-T Agl AT ST |
¥. A AR S R
o 196d ftdig (2006):7st & e STER R suar
AeheT AT eI, FRifehedes & URIaT Sheed &l IeeTa el ¢ |
o 2414 fRurE (2008):FfSRa gaT-Hg W HFA T
TETa o 31X TF T R SuTal &t TR
RIS

The Right to Die with Dignity refers to the principle that
terminally ill individuals should have autonomy over their end-
of-life decisions, including determining the pain and suffering
they endure. Euthanasia, meaning “good death,” is a key means
to realise this right.

Types of Euthanasia:

Active: Deliberate action to end life (e.g., administering
lethal drugs). Illegal in India.

Passive: Withholding or withdrawing life support
(ventilators, feeding tubes) to allow natural death. Legal

under strict conditions.
Legal Framework in India

1. Aruna Shanbaug Case (2011): Permitted passive
euthanasia for patients in a persistent vegetative state

under High Court supervision.

2. Common Cause vs Union of India (2018): The
Supreme Court held that Article 21 (Right to Life)
includes the “Right to Die with Dignity.” It legalized
passive euthanasia and allowed living wills, specifying
end-of-life preferences, to be executed under judicial

and medical supervision.
3. Harish Rana Case (2024): Clarified that withdrawal of

non-life-sustaining devices like a Ryles tube does not

qualify as life support.
4. Law Commission Reports:

o 196th Report (2006): Withholding or
withdrawing treatment per patient instruction

is not a breach of professional duty.

o 241st Report (2008): Proposed legislation on
passive euthanasia and emphasized the need

for clear legal safeguards.
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1. Sifaw era@n (Terminally I11) % w8 3R 3% IRER: s@e-1g
AR g6, 3R HramTeren/ 31eies sigt ol G @dd & [aRaR dier gaTe
T ol T 3R Wik § Fueq & die Sefsl Wwa ¢ |

2. @reg 941 verar (Healthcare Providers): fgwishies 3y (“fondt &t

B = Ugaren”) @ 99 gt € ISfae aar dht gt 3R w7t &t @
T FA F AT ARF GG A AT |

3. GA 3R Aifa fAmfar (Society and Policymakers):@siR st
&t GRE]T SR AfFITT T 3 SNTYBR & Sier Ger a1 g ¢ |

fcies ATTEET STR gee Iurdt @l giAfEa weT snawae € |

Afre gfaemg (Ethical Dilemmas)

Sitae <l TUTEET STH STt i afderar:Siel TTRHT 97 STRA FH1S &f ST af
T STtae 1Y T S §2

TITERIAT STH YauTfies Afderar: T faTa gA1a St a1 Afides T §
ST BT AMRT?

Gfeafed FaR 9 =A:STE ITER YISl &H T8l &< UrdT, O &1 TRAT &
1Y g i STFAL g ST =mfeq?

Irgrfertar (Non-maleficence) S9TH g8l Sthae fAgid:a1 efdge g5
FH e & flq UHT IUER S Fohd & [Sad Stia Siel gl Sig?

gHYA # q% (Arguments in Favor)

AT I GRIE:HEH SfeR! S 319 7eg & aR H [0 7 &1 Sifier
BT <Y (ITETVT: ARIIRA # I fUamg, Tshcid) |

dter & Hfe: siftw staean arel TS SEt 3R STUAAST Yot § 99 Fad
gl

1T 3fi7 oo Tea: A4S 37 uRaR i1 W i g 3Mfoed aig &H
eae

fafereaehia farderar (Medical Futility):Sie SUoR @ &1 arfds gur
79 TS, T I ST 7T e i uge ger ¢ |

STGIA T TGRS o1 H GAT-Feg & 619 Ty 3T &t Safd gt
gl

i & ok

e Y ufdrear:siia = 3y & Jegar ¢; et a1 Sia gt e
Sfder €9 Y TTerd HFT ST E |
(dtg ¥ TR i & Afiie g ot sge TrdT a=d € 1)

& GATST FHSIR AT (3R 7S IR gaTa STett ST qaell

2 Ifafercaes oft araeft gfeat ot foum & forg gar-77eg &1 g o wad
gl

e ofiR Afae smafean ):@s wifife worTd Shted &) ufde Jrdt § 3k
T Plom T Y AT FA T Y FA 2 |

Key Stakeholders and Ethical Issues

1.  Terminally ill patients and families: Face unbearable
physical pain and emotional/financial distress.
Families struggle between relieving suffering and
coping with grief.

2.  Healthcare providers: Bound by the Hippocratic Oath
(“do no harm”) and face moral dilemmas between

preserving life and respecting patient autonomy.

3. Society and policymakers: Must balance protection of
vulnerable individuals with the right to personal
autonomy, while ensuring ethical norms and

safeguards.
Ethical Dilemmas
Quality of Life vs Sanctity of Life: Is life rrlleaningful
when dignity or comfort is lost?
Autonomy vs Constitutional Morality: Should personal
choice override legal or moral norms?
Palliative Care vs Justice: When care fails, should
dignified death be permitted?
Non-maleficence vs Principle of Double Effect: Can
doctors alleviate pain even if it shortens life?
Arguments in Favor
Respect for Autonomy: Competent individuals should

decide their own death (e.g., Bhishma Pitamah in
Mahabharata, Socrates).

Relief from Suffering: Terminally ill patients avoid
prolonged pain and indignity.

Justice and Financial Relief: Reduces prolonged
emotional and economic strain on patients and families.
Medical Futility: Continuing treatment with no real
chance of recovery may cause more harm.

Organ Donation: In some countries, euthanasia is

combined with consent for organ donation.

Arguments Against
Sanctity of Life: Life has intrinsic value; killing is morally
impermissible (supported by Buddhism, Kantian ethics).
Potential for Misuse: Vulnerable patients may be coerced;
physicians could misuse euthanasia to cover errors.
Religious and Moral Concerns: Many traditions consider

life sacred.
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Aferafed FAR :g5-Fgen 3R ST # W 3 HRT GAT-H Tt STaRahdT
PG HAA & |

ot wig: 3 gar-9g wWieR &t SR 8, & 99 3 1Y g HH TR
feafrt & oft ] 29 o1 Heeh 8, S8 Shifes s S g 1

3 H T

Afeafed Far 3R sifaw e it Rl TerEar At T STt T
&I dieT & B 3TR gaT-5eg i STTaRaehdT =gAdH g S |

S G IUTT AR AT STEATC 1 [FaTerd aTaraRor, &% fafdeean! &l
TRV, 3R =i fARrt gffee & sy |

eaig srRfaea / fofan fae st aqran San:aifes aisr e sifan fRifeer
TN Ueel & G0t e G |

TEIANT A & SUTT:HATSI ek Hed e, PISHIerT, 3R StfTard writem
S7afd AN] e |

I UfIEE " SR 7St & arsdfaes STl &l §He W S
STT—fIRIveRR ArafenT 3R A €9 § SHSIR HST o AHe H |
“B AT ¢ o6 STt ey sifam eraen 6t A & difea € ofik ercafSes dier
BeT T2 ©, 3¢ U Siae &l TATE i o AAHR g1 U11ey, 3R ITeht
g A aTell i Sfed g fehan ST 9nfe 1

Palliative Care: Advances in care may reduce need for
euthanasia.
Slippery Slope: Acceptance for less severe conditions
could increase over time.
Way Forward
Strengthen palliative care and end-of-life support.
Strict safeguards: Hospital setting, certification by
multiple physicians, judicial oversight.
Advance directives / living wills to reflect patient
preferences.
Prevent misuse: Psychological evaluation, counseling, and
mandatory wait periods.
Care Ethics Approach: Focus on empathy and
understanding lived experiences, especially for minors and
mentally vulnerable patients.
“I believe those who suffer from a terminal illness and experience
great pain should have the right to choose to end their own life, and

those who assist them should be free from prosecution.”

W gife

G20 Summit 2025 (]ohannesbur
Sf20 R g™ 2025 (Shgraet

Stephen Hawking

1. 20di G20 eited G (2025) SigrgeT, oY ke & ga,
a8 gg emhie &t YR W1 S| ggern G20 e s 7 |

2. “Udoledr, GHal, fRRar” 9 & e, afie # e ey &t
wrefAeRaren o S foar e 3k o geafa & G20 Sigmaet
et feaeie &l g T |

1.  The 20th G20 Leaders’ Summit (2025) was held in
Johannesburg, South Africa, making it the first-ever G20
Summit hosted on African soil.

2. Under the theme “Solidarity, Equality, Sustainability,” the
summit foregrounded Global South priorities and
adopted the G20 Johannesburg Leaders’ Declaration by

consensus.




G20 F 82

79 37 §et (G20) Sfavarga anfdes Tgai o 3% &1 v o9 & | 398
19 WG TR + R G4 (EU) + kA @9 (AU) IfAa € |
g T 9HfeE €9 O fasg am—

- 85% afys GDP
- 75% afYe AR
- 2/3 3y SrERE
o1 g wear g |
G20 &1 FRIEA FHad SIARAP faiiy SRR & THIE e SifHd Tel
; I8 19 AR, 3T faewm, Srerarg aRad, @rea, ftes
IR & 2 3 A Bl SR a1 |
2025 ¥, 31kl H Ugelt aR G20 fRIER g gigr ket grT
SIS o 11T, SiT Telae §18Y Aqed @l S7R U 981 deH HIA1 1T |
G20 =1 faw (Evolution of the G20)
o RS farcita dee (1997-98) 3 415, 1999 # 34 faw Afedt o
FEHT b TG ot ok & €9 | @It o |
o g AT ST 7T i G7 31e Iuet srdegawned (i, 9,
SToTler, Sf&T0T I 371 & 3ifoies asi o ufdfafad Tal ehear o |
o af%ye fowfta e (GFC) 2008 % SR G20 I AgTeae)/ T
TR S 39 {1 T4 |
2008 aifRTe 31X 2009 FgH RRaT THe! H Heeayu! fAur fog g
ke gl
0 e &R W 31fe UichTed & g9
oaﬁmgﬂﬂ
0 ATIR/fe=T YREFUTaTg ol AT

3 TG A G20 o 3 arferawn @1 "R #Ee" (Anigte
fAer) & v A wnfua faar |

YeEgar 3R LT

I, T, I, JTEY, JAUTE G4 (EU) 3R Srhiht g9 (AU) |
a1egra (Presidency): g% Iy TG =1 & S AW & SMUR W TEerait
2 1519 321 & ure sregerar gl 8, 98 G20 F TSiel 3R wrafiearet &l a9
FATE |

grgen Horet (Troika System):G20 & &ra! &t fAawar &1 3@ & foig
2025 <t SIFHT: FTSite — SfEror eTvhtet — 3TAfveT (USA)

YR I

G20 &1 FI$ T TATed a1 T e ¢ |

G20 Fi g8 FemTe Wia (757 ) R Fh —agerd g afie
ey, g, fafem Tisme 73 .

What is the G20?

The Group of Twenty (G20) is the world's premier forum for
international economic cooperation. It brings together 19 major

economies + European Union + African Union, representing:
85% of global GDP
75% of global trade
2/3rd of global population

Its mandate has evolved from addressing international financial
instability to shaping global standards on trade, growth, climate
change, health, digital economy, sustainable development,
energy transitions, debt sustainability and multilateral

governance reform.

In 2025, South Africa hosted the first-ever G20 Summit in
Africa, marking a shift toward Global South leadership.

Evolution of the G20

Born out of the Asian Financial Crisis (1997-98) as a
meeting of Finance Ministers & Central Bank
Governors (1999).

Created because the G7 no longer represented the
economic weight of emerging economies (China, India,

Brazil, South Korea, etc.).

e During the Global Financial Crisis (GFC) 2008,
the G20 was elevated to Heads of State level.

e The 2008 Washington and 2009 London summits
were pivotal for: ‘
o global stimulus coordination
o banking reforms
o preventing investment/trade protectionism

This established the G20 as the de facto “ Steering
Committee” of the global economy.

Membership & Structure

Members: Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France,
Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Russia, Saudi
Arabia, South Africa, South Korea, Turkey, UK, USA, EU, AU.
Presidency: Rotates annually among members. Host sets
agenda and priorities.

Troika System: Ensures continuity of work through
Past-Present-Incoming presidencies.
2025 Troika: Brazil — South Africa — USA

G20 has no permanent headquarters or staff.

Entire institutional memory rests on rotating
presidencies + Troika + engagement groups.
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G20 RIeR F9e 2025 & 7% fig
STgraen! died’ fRaeke
122 U7 o1 GG g, foaH <nfad &
. SIeaT HRATE
BEFRGIRE I
. i THEar
. gad foe fas
. forfeare e

2. 3T it HIGT 37X TgugaTg

- “Ige”—a 7 g e 31g g— <wom i i ek, o
eholed], T HgRY 3 IReR S[ere W SR foa e |
. Aerait 3 e foma:
(0] Hﬁql‘lld-lq?m{*l“llﬂl"l
0 ASIEd AFE g
o THTSRIT Atk TTET—dTfeh ig oft & ST ¥9 § wonfad 7
El

3. G Y GRa uRkug (UNSC) FUR 1 g

Tivor # UNSC degd fodr &t 7T i 778, @ie? &4 fdffae art
© gdi e forw

TR

QfRrr-wRra

. wifesT srfan

19 &t I Wier forar e o 3 wree S 2 141 g3 &t
qrEdfasaratt @l g |

Tg IR ot o1l THT § Tell 311 T GHR AT I o Hea & |

4. 3TTeRaTq o Vfd T Fgreitorn
. 3Ideharg &t “goft wai” & @y e |
- g RA 3t W Fguafta fef i wfafafed wwar 2 1
6. Afger-"qfad fawe 1= SR fgar &
0 YTTATHS TSN ol g WX
o fAuig & # g gt )
o HfgeraT &I if St @ FReE & €9 7 TgdH- |

g WA & G20 1A (2023) & Women-Led Development
IR & STETE |

Key Highlights of the G20 Summit 2025

1. Johannesburg Leaders' Declaration
A 122-paragraph consensus document covering:

e climate action

e multilateral reform

e supply chain resilience

e gender equity

e sustainable development finance

e critical minerals

e Africa-centric development vision

2. Spirit of Ubuntu & Multilateralism

o “Ubuntu”—the idea I am because you
are—inspired the declaration, stressing solidarity,
shared responsibility, and interconnectedness.

e Leaders called for:
o cooperative conflict resolution
o stronger humanitarian support
o inclusive global governancee not
disproportionately affected.

3. Push for UNSC Reform
The declaration called for:

e expansion of UNSC membership, especially for
underrepresented regions:
o Africa
o Asia-Pacific
o Latin America

e Acknowledgement that global governance
structures must reflect 21st-century realities.

This strengthens India's long-standing demand for reforms.

4.Zero Tolerance for Terrorism

Clear condemnation of terrorism “in all forms.”

Reflects India's traditional position at multilateral
fora.

6. Women-Led Development

e Emphasis on:
o removing structural barriers
o equal participation in decision-making
o women as agents of peace

Aligned with India's G20 Presidency (2023) focus
on Women-Led Development.
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8. fa=r 300
{35 S avhicht faerg S (AfDB) &t Ugd, fSEeT 38<a 2030 T 3U-
TR 31hleR & 300 fAferae el & farsielt Suersy A 2 |
9. ferfeehet fimRea Faas
G20 forfesrer B Red thaad &l =TT 4T |
hihg:
0 e
0 §efel Hed HEey
o fomraxitar gu & =g wgwseor (beneficiation)
0 Tohe FiIeT U f99XaT B e o fofq St et fafaefieneor
10. a1 U4 @i aied
ﬁmﬁém&a&az
2030 @& garsti & NEET (Not in Education, Employment or
Training) STEIG! &I 5% T FHH HAT |
HH I &
2030 T 25% e U gifle e |
IR & g — G20 SgEsit 2025

i) $1-<R T I G

R IESEIRISIEH
faafess g Aeaa &t afyes ¢
TheATse d&hd W el HrRas
THAT- T GA-aE &l HSgd e

ii) eTvRieT-higa efY

' e weetarR gffRigfea: 10 @ sl ufreren! ot wfRigror
fefSiea dfecias ShrgamRr (DPI) a& uga
fAreIoT FEdiT (R —eThie— a5 TT=ig)

iii) TaTEA TF §H Feifd — WRA & J&qE

e ged Rt &
9Ruies 919 %8R (Traditional Knowledge Repository)
I T AT FEe & eI 3o deege Se whewi

8. Mission 300
A World Bank-AfDB initiative to provide electricity to 300
million people in Sub-Saharan Africa by 2030.

9. Critical Minerals Framework
Adoption of the G20 Critical Minerals Framework.
Focus on:
o responsible mining
o sustainable value chains
o local beneficiation in developing countries
o supply chain diversification away from single-

source dependence

10. Youth & Gender Targets .
Nelson Mandela Bay Target:
Reduce youth NEET population by 5% by 2030.
Labour Force Goal:
Achieve 25% gender parity by 2030.

India's Contributions at G20 Johannesburg 2025

i) Countering Drug-Terror Nexus: India's proposed
global tracking of synthetic drug networks
tackling fentanyl trafficking

border coordination

ii) Africa-Centric Vision
Skills Multiplier Initiative: train 1 million African trainers
Digital Public Infrastructure access

Triangular cooperation (India—Africa—Global Partners)

iii) Health & Knowledge Diplomacy: India Proposed
Global Health Response Team
Traditional Knowledge Repository

Open Satellite Data Platform for agriculture & disasters
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iv) ferfeener fmew ©a Sett
fenfeaer famed goeifet sffiafea
URER, Fliehdifad TwTg o
ara ArEfaT v Sarefae @ geman

v) Tead Al Sirdee

fagia:

TG qIIEor

-3 fesrga

IRE R

Al TN R I
WRd 2026 & Al gHiae gffie i Aol ST |
vi) UNSC g9r

R + 3TV + Tellael HISY &l Horad Ul giafad @ w st
TGIR GEIHI &l “TRAT SR SF=Iraqul” Fardt T

iv) Critical Minerals & Energy
o Critical Minerals Circularity Initiative
e Transparent, democratic supply chains
e Urban mining & recycling
v) Global Al Compact
Principles:
e human oversight
o safety-by-design
e transparency
o prohibition of Al misuse

India to host AI Impact Summit 2026
vi) UNSC Reform

o Strong push for India + Africa + Global South
representation

o Called post-war institutions “outdated and unjust”



